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RARE III?

Forest Service Axes
Roadless Review

Blaming a recent
Californta court dectston,
the U.S. Forest Service

has thrown out the
dectstans made tn the
Roadless Area Review
and Evaluatton (RARE II).
Environmentalists charged
that thts move ts simply a
ploy to remove more
lands from protection and
0 T g M R U i3
"release" the Forest
Service from the lawsutt.

"This ts another. Rea-
gan  Admuntstratton’  at-
tack on w:lderness", said

Russ Shay, Northern
Califormta Representative
of the Sierra- Club. "t
totally stands the court
dectston on tts head."
RARE II resulted in
Forest Service roadless

Snowmobiles Roar
Through Lassen Park

By Steve Evans

continued
overwhelming public
opposition, National Park
Service officials have

Despite

again succumbed to the
political maneuvering of
Interior Secretary James
Watt and authorized a
second "test™ for
snowmobile use i1n Lassen
Volcanmic National Park.
The decision allowing
another season of

snowmobtile use 1n the
Park was apparently made
agamnst the recommen-
dations of local Lassen
Park officials with one
anonymous Park source
describing the decision as
"a highly political" one.
Conventently
announced after the
November election, the

"test" will aliow
snowmobile use along a
19-mile segment of the

main Park road starting
from the Manzanita Lake
entrance durtng the first
week of every winter
month. Only 84
snowmobilers utilized last
year's "test" while
competing for the same
popular road segment.with

more than 2,400 cross-
country skiers.
Only four snowmo-

btlers drove the road
during the first day of
this second '"test" vyear.
On New Year's day, a
group with 64 vehicles
paraded up and down the
road 1n a noisy attempt
to "assert their rights,"”
according to one driver.

Official public
comments last year were
ten to one against

snowmobile use in the
Park but the public was
not nvited to comment
on this second year of
"testing." Last year's
"test" failed to document
noise pollutian, air
pollution, soil “and snow
compaction, as well as
impacts on wildlife, since
no studies were made

except "visual surveys"
carried out by Park
rangers. But 26 "after

the fact" illegal instances
of off-road use were
noted (although no one
was cited), resulting In
the flattening of several
trees and shrubs. Visitor
counts done by the Park

areas betng recommended
for wilderness. or non-

ommendations will allow
plans to go ahead for

legislatiton has zero
chance of enactment tn

wtlderness. with some development 'n non- this Congress," Setberling
areas scheduled for wtlderness areas. John satd.  "However, we are
further study. These Crowell, Asststant Secre- planning te proceed
"further planning” areas  tary of Agriculture, expeditiously to advance
are constdered tn forest- agreed that there s '"a National Forest wilderness
by-forest planning studtes. logical wnconststency 0 btlls for Californta,
A State of California allowing activittes to Oregon. and Washington
lawsu:t over 47 non- proceed !n some = areas and other states where
wilderness areas s the that we simultaneously there ts a sufficient
LHA ) G VA U o L 3 ars reviewins foropesaible SEnzanmaeit
revizw'ng all roadless wilderness destgnation.” Setberiing pownted out
lands - :ncluding those Rep. John (= that ":f the Adm:n!s-
already recommended as Setberitng, Chatrman, of tration had not blocked tn
wtitderness - 'n forest the House Subcommittee the Senate the Califorma
plans. This 's being on Publte Lands and RARE II Bl passed by
ordered desptte the National Parks, crittcrzed the House tn two
court's ruling that the the Crowell plan, calling successive Congresses, the
wilderness recommenda- it "a clumsy attempt to Californta case would
tions were done correctly. revive the mortbund have been moot, and the
The Forest Service effort for nationw:de asserted justification for
dectstgn to dtsallow release legtslation." this RARE HI proposa!
RARE Il wtlderness rec- "In my optnion, such would not exist.”
Service indicate that before killing the animal. Wilderness - Coalition 1s
cross-country ski use at Hoping té avoid asking the interested

the Manzamta Lake
entrance was down
constderably from previous
years and that public
sentiment continued to
run high against
snowmobile use.

Most of* the "test"
results from last year had
to be forced from the
Park Service through
freedom of Information
Act reqguests. Mike
Sherwood of the Sierra
Club Legal Defense Fund,
after reviewing the
information, stated,
"Given the test results
furnished us by the Park
Service, -a decision to
open Lassen to
snowmobiles on a
permanent basis would be
unreasonable, arbitrary,
and capricious."

Recently Park rangers
came upon the bloody,
mangled body of a pine
martin run down by a
snowmobtler. Ramgers de-
termined tine snowmaobiler
came from National
Forest land -and passed a
Park boundary marker

controversy, Park officials
did not pubicly release
informatian on this
incident.

Despite the
unpopularity of
snowmobile 1n Lassen
Park, the "test" nature of
Watt's decision makes

legal challenge difficult.
Various conservation
groups, including the
Sierra Club, have
indicated their intent to
pursue legal remedies f

snowmobile use in the
Park is approved on a
permanent basis.
Anonymous sources
within the Park Service
have stated that approval
of a second "test" year
without asking for public
comments may be a key
«~att strategy to make it
appear that public
outrage conhcerning
snowmobiles in Lassen
Park has lessened.
Despite this attempt to
circumvent public
participation i1n major
decisions affecting public
lands, the California

public to continue to
write letters to the
National Park Service 1n
opposition to snowmobiles
in the Park and
protesting the killing of
the pine martin, More
letters during this second
"test" year will provide a
solid base of support for
legal action 1 f
snowmobiling 1s
permanently established 1n
Lassen. Address your
letters to Howard
Chapman, Regional
Superintendent,  National
Park Service, 450 Golden
Gate Avenue, San
Francisco, CA 94102.

Concerned citizens
are also urged to write
their © Representative in
Congress since it became
increasingly obvious that
this highly politicized
decision may only be
reversible in the paolitical
arena. '

Steve Evans is the
California Wilder-
ness Coalition’s new
president.



Tighten . your belts.
As you can see by this
tssue of the Record,
wilderness is factng a

multitude of threats
around the state.
Not .that I'm

particularly pessimistic; [
really believe that we
have a fair chance of
passing the Californta
Wilderness BLll this year
which will remove a lot
of the problems facing
numerous wild places.
But we can't rest easy
unttl that legislation is
passed and signed by
President Reagan (who
became the first president
to veto a wilderness bill
when he sent back the
Florida Wilderness Bill
recently).

We do have many
battlefronts to watch.
James Watt is using every
trick he knows to

Coalition Report
By Jim Eaton

eliminate wilderness, from
amending the Desert Plan
to just outright dropping
Wilderness Study Areas by
executive fiat. John
Crowell is
tactics on a broad scale
by ordering pational
forests. to conduct a
verston of RARE III.
And -at the state level we
have a Resources
Secretary who says, "I'm
not absclutely convinced
that the automobile is the
real culprit"” when it
comes to smog. Van
Vieck blames poor air
quality on the weather.
What can we do
about folks like that?
We must rededicate
outselves to working
harder for wilderness.
Work on the California
Wilderness Bill or adopt a
roadless area. Money Is
important, too, and before

coping his -
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Update

Cranston Introduces New
California Wilderness Bill

be getting a
from the

long you'll
request

Coalition for a special
donation to keep us
paying our bills.

But while you're

doing more for preserving
wilderness, don't forget
to visit the same. Check
out some of California's
wilderness - you'll come
back refreshed and
committed to help the
wild remain wild.

We would like to
welcome the Acorn
Alltance in Redway as
our newest member group.

Last issu¢ gremlins
moved Sam Camp's name
from his article "Siskiyou
Walk" and dropped it on
an article on the.- G-O
Road from Econews. We
regret the error.

Coalition in Action

New Officers

At the last Board of
Dicectors meeting, Steve
Evans of  Chico was
selected as the president

of the Caltfornta
Wilderness .Coalition.
Steve swapped positions

with Bob Barnes who is
now vice-president. Bob
did an excellent job as
president during the
previous two years.
Beth Newman
succeeded Bob Schnetder
as secretary. Wendy
Cohen retained the post
of treasurer. Both are
Davis restidents. ]

1982 FINANCIAL REPDORT

The pre chart below
shows the dxsbursenfents
and tncome for 'the
Califorma Wilderhess

Loan repayment
Media

Board of directors
Fundraising
Alerts

embership
{services 8

Publications
$2873.77
15.8 %

DISBURSEMENTS

+ Issues
|$7417 22
. 408%

Coalititon last year. All
brlis except for staff
salartes and expenses
were paid.  Raychecks
are about three months
behind.

Issues, prtmartly
national forest and public
lands projects, make up
the bulk of disbursements.
The publications costs are

mainly sthose of the
Wilderness Record. Rent
($165 per month) and
telephone: are the major
office expenses, and
membership services and
development 1s the other

major cost category.
More than half of
CWC's income comes from
donattons. One quarter
of the money flow comes
from renewals.
The Board hopes to

600.00
213.86
250.69
381.63

3.3 %
1.2 %
1.4 %
2.1 %

$18,145.28

income from

increase the
new members
Also, special effort will
be made to expand our
group and sponsor member
ranks.

Obtaining grants is
the other major 'goal for
the 1983 budget. Grants
for a major organizing
effort on farest planning

in 1983.

1s a top priority, along
with a proposal for
improving the Wilderness
Record.

The Board trusts that

CWC members feel their
money is wisely spent.
With new attacks an
wilderness already
occurtng  thts year, the
Board hopeb to increase
the Coalition's income
and activity to meet
these threats.

Grants

Group members
Business sponsors
Miscellaneous

”

Renewals
$4177.75

Nows, 23.2%
members.
$1387.16 > <
7.7 % ~

~

Senator Alan Cranston
has ‘iritroduced S. 5, the
1983 Californta Wilderness
Act. The bill would
designate as wtlderness
2.1 mtllton acres of
nattonal forest land and
1.4 mtliton acres of
national park land.

Senator Cranston
sponsored a nearly
tdentical btll last
Congress. He added the
18,200-acre Tublumne

Mendocino County's Red Mtn.

River W:lderness thts
year.
Senator Pete Wilson

has not yet tndicated his
views on wilderness
legislation for Caltforna.

On the House side,
Rep. Phillip Burton is
expected to introduce a
statewtde wilderness btll
early tn February.
Burton ptans to make
major tmprovements to

L T ¥ty o
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last year's compromise
measure that passed the
House witthout a single
negative vote. Better
protection for the
Stskiyous and Granite
Chief are expected, along
wtth  several additional
National Forest areas and
Bureau of Land
Management Wilderness
Study Areas recently axed
by Intertor Secretary
James Watt,

Photo by the man who walks in the woods

Red Mtn. Wilderness
Study Underway

The Ukiah District of
Bureau aof Land
Management (BLM) s
conducting a wtlderness
suttabtility study of the
Red Mountain Wtlderness
Study Area.

The 6,173-acre WSA
is located on Red
Mountatn northeast of

the

Leggett tn northern
Mendocino County. It is
an area of unique sotls

73901 4.1 %
570.00 32%

Donations
$9228.79
51.2%

INCOME
$18,020.40

Graphic by Marcia Cary

that support rare plants.

There s one federally
listed plant spectes,
Arabis mcdcnaldiana, and
threer candidate spectes
for -federal listing that
are found only on Red

Mtn. or Ltttle Red. Mtn.
[t also supports the
northernmost stand of
Sargent cypress.

The draft envtron-
mental !mpact statement

Reader’s

Dear CWC:

I was sorry to see
David Foreman's article,
"An Environmental
Strategy for the 80's" in
the Wilderness Record.
His hatred lies nght at
the surface, poisoning him
and me and the Record.
Yet he wants us to
believe that his heart is
pure and just, somewhere
behind his conniving and
posturing and just plain
bad writing.

The principle he
mentions cuts both ways.
[t's people like him -
unreasonable,  uncompro-
mising, violent, and filled
more with themselves
than the high principles
and ideals they espouse. -
who push people like me
toward ‘a. ! mo.ur.e
compromising and less
environmentally idealistic

“1ssues of

for the wtlderness study
15 scheduled for release
in June 1983. To obtain
a copy, contact the BLM
at 555 Leslie Street,
Ukiah, CA 95482. Also,
drop a note to etther the
CWC or thei Red
Mountatn Assoctatlon so
you can recejve a
wtlderness alert when the
document s released.

Opinion
position, figuring  that
with people like David
Foreman in the movement
the environmental position
can't be all that sound.
Save us from the
True Believers - they
believe only themselves.
-Cress Kearny
. Oakland

Notice to Readers

The Wilderness
Record encourages reader
cresponse and . comfent.
We hope you will ! feel
free to express yourself
concerning wilderness
Interest to you
or In response to articles
and opinions appearing In
the Record. The Editor
reserves the right to
condense or &dit any
letter received. Nl
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Wiiderness Reccrd

~ Klamath Forest Plan |

By Steve Evans

The U.S. Forest
Service s asking for
public comments on the

recently released Klamath

Nattonal Forest Draft
Land Management Plan.
The proposed plan will

gutde the management of
the Klamath National
Forest for the next ten
years. Comments are
solictted until March 31.

The Plan calls for
development of numerous

popular roadless areas:
part of the Trinity Alps,
Sisktyous, Red Buttes,

Russtan Peak, and Marble

Tn a

surprise pre-
Christmas court decision,
the U.S. Forest Service
won the right to open
bids on January 14 to
complete the last six

miles of the controversial
timber-access highway
known as the Gasquet-
Orleans Road (G-O Road).

The construction
contract will be awarded
soon thereafter, though
rain and snow are
expected to delay
construction untll spring.

Wilderness ad-
Thts development
wtll be matinty
roadbutlding and logaging.
The destruction of these
proposed wtiderness areas
will permanently degrade
the environment of the
Klamath Forest as we
know 1t today.

The preferred
alternative i the Plan
commtts the Forest
Service to logging more
titmber than the forest
can produce over the
next 20 years. In
"departing" from an "even

Mountatn
dittons.

Natural Features Dominate Landscape -

EXISTING VISUAL
CONDITION 1980

A trial concerning the G-
O Road and logging Blue
Creek 1s set to open In
San Francisco on March
14,

Native Americans and
environmentalists were
angered and dismayed

cver the go-ahead
decision by Federal
District Court Judge
Stanley Weigel, who
refused to 1ssue a

preliminary injunction.
Traditional healer
Bobby Lake said, "Our

flow sustained yield" of
ttmber, the Forest Service
1s propostng to clear-cut
10,000 to 14,000 acres
per year from the
Klamath Nattonal Forest.

This  "departure" s
proposed as a means to
increase timber productton
to over 300 mtllion board
feet per year, an increase
of 20 percent from the
present. This will result
in the converston of 30
percent of the extsting
old growth timber stands
into brush frelds while

people have trained in
the high country for
thousands of years, and
many of us will never
permit the G-O Road to
violate these spirit lands."

The sentiment was
echoed by the Siskiyou
Mountalins Resources
Council  (SMRC), which
said that even 1f the
courts found the Forest
Service actions to be

Forest Headquarters Picketed
By Siskiyou Supporters

On Friday, January 28
at high noon, a group of
about 100 wilderness
supporters from several
western states staged a
peaceful protest against
the planned completion of
the Gasquet-Orieans Road

(G-O Road) at the U.S.
Forest Service reglonal
headqbarters in San
Francisco.

At the same time, a
spontaneous, peaceful
vigil aga:nst the G-O
Road and 1n favor of
wilderness designation for
the  Siskiyou  Mountains
was held at the Six
Rivers National Forest
office in Eureka. This
event was attended by
about 100 north coast

residents unable to make
the storm-drenched trip
to San Francisco.

The purpose of the
the protests, as well as a
two-week '"road show"
tour throughout California
by the Earth First! group,

was to consolidate and
publicize the resolve of
environmentalists to

prevent the completion of
the controversial Chimney
Rock section of the G-O
Road by the Forest
Service. '
Completion of the

Jast six miles of this
high-speed road for
timber _ hauling will ‘cut
off the diverse and

densely-forested Blue
Creek unit of the aitizen-

legal, completion of the
road would amount to
"another moral and
proposed Siskiyou
Wilderness -from
contiguous roadless
portions of the Siskiyous
to the north. More than
200 miles of logging

access roads are planned
to facilitate the logging
of over 700 mullion board
feet of timber from the
steep and fragile
watershed of Blue Greek.
Resource values such as
extremely high botanical
diversity, wilderness
character, salmon and
steelhead spawning
grounds, and wildlife
habitat for wolverine,
fisher, goshawk, and other

"old-growth" species will
be obliterated. Spiritual
sites sacred to the,

leaving only five percent
of the Klamath National
Forest (outside designated
wtlderness areas) natural
In appearance.

By and large, the
environmental impacts of
this plan are hidden
away, but a
reviewer soon
the real impacts. These
problems, along wtth
detaitled descriptions of
the roadless areas that
would be lost, are
summarized tn following
articles.

discovers

Manmade Features Dominate Landscape
v

ALTERNATIVE WLD

Wilderness

" Forest Service Given Yellow Light on G-ORoad

ethical tragedy of the
Lmited States."

SMRC not only will
continue the fight to
block construction of the
uncompleted section, 1t
also 1s seeking support
from Reps. Doug Bosco
and Phil Burton to
"effectively decommission
the G-O Road by tearing
up some 8.3 miles of
completed asphalt."

-Econews

careful .

indigenous Yurok»,. Karok,
and Tolowa peoples also

will be destroyed by
completion of the G-O
Road. )
Conservationists  and
Native  Americans have
managed to stall the
completion of the G-O
Road for several years
through administrative
appeals and litigation.

These tactics have nearly
been exhausted. The
situation has become
urgent, with construction
expected to begin when
snow conditions allow.
Siskiyou supporters
now are organizing for a
non-violent blockade of
the G-0 Road
constructton site this
spring. The blockade will
be patterned after the
successful, long-term
blockade by Australian
Earth Firstlers to prevent
logging of a tropical
rainforest in New: South
Wales.
-Dennis Coules

PROBLEMS,

Predtctably, the
Klamath Forest Plap has
been biasted by various
segments of the public,
including tndependent
foresters, economists, and
conservattonists. One
forester has labeled the
Plan a "political miracle”
stnce it clatms to
increase outputs of
everything (timber, water
quality, recreation, etc.).
An_ independent economic
analysis has shown that
two-thirds.. of the land
that ~the Forest Service
constders capable of
productng timber "does
not warrant publtc
investment at this time."”
In other words, most of
the logging proposed by
the Forest Service s
uneconomtcal unless
massively substdized by
our tax dollars.

None of more than
460,000 acres of roadless
land ts recommended for
wilderness by the Forest
Service. In addtition,
there .are’ numerous other
problems with the Forest
Service's proposed plan.
For example:

* The preferred
alternative will result n
the spraying toxic herbi-

cides on 4,800 acres per
year

while "intenstvely

WHAT YOU

A coalitton of con-
servation groups currently
ts working with the
Forest Service to create
a "environmental
alternative" to the
Klamath Plan. In the
meantime, the public has
unttl March 31 to
comment on .the existing
proposal. It ts extremely
tmportant for letters to
be written as early as
possible in support of
wtlderness and rational
forest management. We
suggest that you mention
the - following points . in
your letter:

1) Support
Alternative WLD (Wilder-
ness) and highlight these
endangered roadless areas:
the Orleans-Coffee Creek
additions to the Trinity
Alps, the entire Siskiyou
roadless area, the entire
Red Buttes roadless area,
Russtan Peak, and the
Snoozer, Portuguese,
Shackleford, and Grider
additions to the Marble
Mountains Wilderness.

2) Oppose departure
from sustatned yield
forestry, Intensively

+®
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PROBLEMS

managtng" ttmber for
commodity production on
unstable slopes and
margtnal lands.

* The preferred alter-
native will reduce habttat
quality for blacktatl deer,
black bear, gray squirrel,
ptleated woodpecker,
goshawk, and elk.

* The preferred
alternative recognizes
seventeen species of rare
or sensitive plants that
may decltne into
extinction due to the
management outlined in
the Plan while ignoring
over 50 species that are
regarded as'rare or sen-
sitive by the California
Nattve Plant Society.

All listed alternatives,
tncluding the preferred
alternative, will increase
erosion and sediment on
the Forest.

All listed alternatives,
tncluding the preferred
alternmative, wtitll
supposedly matntain
adequate levels of salmon

and steelhead, but
tnternal Forest Service
documents indicate that

they may, in fact, decline
because of the increased
erosion and sedimentation
caused by intensive
timber management.

ALTERNATIVE CE
Commodity Emphasis

CAN DO

managing timber resources
beyond what the !and can
produce to the detriment
of other resources is poor
forestry and is totally
unacceptable as an
alternative in " National
Forest management.

3) In order to meet
the departure option
proposed by the Forest
Service, Alternative WLD
sacrifices visual quality.
Support the protection of
visual quality in’ the
middle and foregrounds of
major travel corridors.

4)  Alternative WLD
only will protect six of
thirteen Research Natural
Area candidates and
sixteen of twenty-four
Botanical areas. Support
protection and study of
all thirteen Research

Natural Areas and
twenty-four Botanical
areas.

Send your letter by

March 31 to:
~ Robert L. Rice
Forest Supervisor
Klamath National Forest
1312 Fairlane Road
Yreka, CA 96097



The Siskiyous are the
remote wild mountains of

northwestern California
where the geologies of
the .Coast ranges, Sierra

Nevada, and the Cascade
Mountains come together.
They are the headwaters
of the Smith River, the
only undammed river in
the state, whose cool and
clear waters support
famous runs of salmon,
trout, and steelhead.

The roadless area has
a wide range of physical

and biological environ-
ments. Elevations range
from 800 feet to 7,309

feet at Preston Peak, the
highest mountain in the
area. The topography is
predominately steep and
dissected.  Approximately
sixteen percent of the

area is classified as being ,

unstable with a high.:
erosion hazard. The area,
generally receives.
considerable amounts of
precipitation, up to 100
inches annually.

Lower elevations of
the Siskiyous are
vegetated generally with
Douglas fir, white fir,

pine, cedar, and a
mixture of hardwoods,
while the upper elevations
are red fir and white fir
with some white pine."

The area contains a
diversity of cone-bearing
trees which may not be
equaled anywhere on the
planet. Redwoods occur
in scattered groves in
Blue Creek, and the rare
weeping spruce occurs at
the headwaters of the
south fork of the Smith
River. Over thirty rare
species of wildflowers can
be found, and hundreds of
others abound.

The Siskiyous have an

animal community to
match its diverse plant
community. The old
growth forests in
particular are important
for many cavity-nesting
species such as the
northern flying squirrel,
pileated woodpecker,

spotted owl, martin, and

fisher. The Siskiyous also
are home to the black
bear, mountain lion,

wolverine, and Bigfoot.
Certain- parts of the
Siskiyous are traditional

power centers for three
groups of Native
Americans -- the Karok,
the Yurok, and the

Tolowa. They have been
fighting to stop road
building and logging In
their sacred lands which

their shaman use for spir-
itual renewal ceremonials.

The Forest Service
shows the size of the
Siskiyou roadless area to
be 210,851 acres in the
Kiamath, Six Rivers, and
Siskiyou national forests.
Environmentalists also add
the “un-inventoried Blue
Creek area which would
‘be cut off from the mam
roadless area if thé
Gasquet-Orleans road (G-
O Road) were to be
completed.

During RARE II,
99,832 acres of the
roadless area were recom-
mended for wilderness
protection. In the Forest
Plan, none of the
remaining 111,019 acres is
proposed - for wilderness
designation under the
preferred plan. With this
alternative, development
would occur on

Orleans Mountain Roadless

This 183,089-acre
roadless area occurs on

three national forests and

is adajcent to the Forest

Dot Creek Meadow in Western ‘Trinities
Photo by Dave Van de Mark ,

Service's proposal for the

Trinity Alps Wilderness.
Orleans Mountain, -the
Forest Service Trinity
Alps recommendation, and
additional roadless areas
in the Shasta Trinity
National Forest make up
one block of land over
600,000 acres in size.

The Orleans Mountain
roadless area wraps
around much of the old
Salmon Mtns.-Trinity Alps
Primitive Area. It has
varied topography, with
much of 1t steep, broken,
and rugged. Elevations
range from near 600 feet
in the Somes Bar area to
about 7,800 feet.
Vegetation is  primarily
red and white fir at
upper elevations and
Douglas fir, pine, live
oak, and tan oak at lower
elevations. There is some
digger pine in a few
locations.

Wolverine have been
sighted in the Orleans
Mountain roadless area.
Other species pregent
include deer, black bear,
spotted owl, western gray
squirrel, band-tailed
pigeon, peregrine falcon,
and pileated woodpeaker.

Salmon, steelhead, and
trout .are found in the
streams.

The Pacific Crest

Roadless Areas in the
Klamath National Forest

Siskiyou Roadless Area

approximately 90 percent
of the area, adversely
impacting wilderness
resources. Wilderness
values would be
maintained on about ten
percent of the area,

primarily the higher
elevations, which are
rocky, open areas along
the Siskiyou Crest near

the head of Dillon Creek.

The Cafifornia
Wilderness Bill will
designate 101,000 acres
of the Siskiyous as
wilderness and establish
special study areas for
the Dillon Creek and Blue
Creek areas.

East Fork Illinois River, Siskiyous

Russian Peak

The 34,400-acre
Russian roadless area lies
between the Trinity Alps

arid  Marble  Mountains.
Steep slopes and broad,
ll-shaped valleys
characterize  this area,
with many lakes m the
cirque basins. There 1
' considerable vegetative

Area

traverses the
eastern portion of the
area and receives
considerable use. There
are numerous trails that
provide easy access to
the many recreation
attractions within the
area. The area also has
trails that penetrate
deeper into the proposed
Trinity Alps Wilderness.
Some helicopter salvage
logging has occured
within a portion burned
during the Hog Fire.
During RARE II, 9,700
acres of the Orleans
Mountain roadless area
were recommended for
wilderness designation. .In
the Klamath Plan, the
Forest Service
recommends none of the
remaining 173,389 acres
for wilderness. Instead,
the Forest Service plans

Trail

to develop 80 percent of
this area, although 72,750

acres are dominated. by
nonforested alpine
meadows, rocky areas,

and brushy areas with
scattered trees.

Much of the land the
Forest Servics wants to
log 1s in the California
Wilderness Bill as part of
the Trinity Alps Wilder-
ness or a special Orleans
Mountain Wilderness Study
Area.

_area 1Is

variety 1n this area,
which has been known
and studied for 1ts
botanical variety for
many . years. Seventeen
different conifer species
are folind in Sugar Creek.
Whitéd and red fir are
common, along with
Douglas fir, pine
(including  foxtail pine),
brewer and Engleman
spruce, alpine ‘fir, and
mountain hemlock.

Wolverine have been
spotted in the area,
which also provides
habitat for deer, black
bear, spotted owl, gos-
hawk, pileated wood-
pecker, band-tailed
pigeon, and western gray
squirrel.

Recreation use 1is
high, and the area has
many recreational
attractions. Fishing,
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hiking, and backpacking
are most popular, but
nature study (primarily
botanical) also s very
popular because of the
variety- of vegetation.
The Pacific Crest Trail
passes through the area.

Because of their
earlier RARE Il decision,

the Forest Service
already  has. eliminated
half "of "the Russian
roadless area from
consideration. Now the
Forest Service proposes

development for 48
percent of the remaining
16,574 acres. They will
maintain wilderness values
on about 2,500 acres,
primarily the forested
east slope and the open,
rocky, scattered tree
environment” at the higher
elevations, but they do
not recommend wtlderness

designation for this
portion.

The proposed 12,000-
acre Russian Peak

Wilderness is part of the
California Wilderness Bill.

Condrey Mtn.

The 15,000-acre
Condrey Mountain
roadless area is primarily
in the. Rogue River
National Forest. It s
near to the propodsed Red
Buttes Wilderness. The
located on the
Siskiyou Mountain crest
between Copper Butte
and White Mountain and
1s characterized by its
broad, steep, rolling
topography. Much of 1t
Is vegetated by mixed
conifer, pine, and Douglas
e

Condrey Mountain
offers especially good
habitat for specles
associated with late
forest successional stages
such as spotted owl and
goshawk, and it offers

particularly good food and
shelter for bear and
band-tailed pigeon.

Currently, recrea-
tional use s assoclated
almost totally with. - the

Pacific Crest Trail which
traverses the area. Some
hunting aiso occurs.

Even though the
Rogue River National
Forest has the lead role
in analyzing and assessing
the resources of the total
contiguous Condrey
Mountain roadless area,
the Klamath National
Forest proposes to
develop 29 percent of the
area. They will postpone
implementing this decision
until the Rogue River
forest finishes their study
of the entire area.
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Marble Mountain
Wilderness Additions

The existing 213,728-
acré Marble Mountain
Wilderness 1s surrounded
by nearly 100,000 acres
of unprotected -roadless
lands. During RARE I
the Forest Service
recommended that 27,20l
acres be added to the
wilderness. ' The Reagan
Admunistration whittled
that amount down to
7,860 acres - a 'balance"
of about eight
for wilderness and 92
percent for the loggers.

In the Forest Plan,
most of the roadless
areas around the Marbles
were looked at again, but
the Forest Service still s
not recommending any
additional wilderness.

GRIDER ROADLESS
AREA

This 11,296-acre
roadless area is adjacent
to the northern boundary
of the Marble Mountain
Wilderness. [t has-steep,
rough, broken topography
and encompasses most of
the Grider Creek drain-
age. Elevations range
from near 1,300 feet: to
over 6,000 feet.

The Grider roadless
area contains a variety of
wildlife habitat which
sustains diverse wildlife
populations. Species
include deer, black bear,
peregrine falcon, and bald
eagle. It offers
particularly good habitat
for wildlife species
associated with late

percent |

forest successional stages:
spotted owl, goshawk, and

pileated woodpecker.
Grider also has a large
hardwood component
which can support rela-

tively large populations of
band-tailed pigeon and
western gray squirrel.

Grider Creek and
some of its tributaries
provide spawning and
rearing- habitat for king
and silver salmon,
steelhead, and rainbow
trout. Summer steelhead
have been reported in the
drainage, but the extent
of the run has not been
determined.

The area is dominated
by a densely forested
valley with the Grider
Creek Canyon and sheer
limestone cliffs. The
Pacific Crest Trail runs
near Grider Creek In the
valley bottom along most
of its route.

The Forest., Service
proposes to develop 100
percent of this
area even though 22
percent of the area is
classified as being
unstable with a high
erosion hazard.

JOHNSON ROADLESS
AREA

This 9776-acre
roadless area 1s adjacent
to the northwest side of
the Marble Moupntain
Wilderness. Tisgtits
characterized by steep,
glaciated topography with
smooth, ‘rounded ridges

roadless.

dnd steep U-shapud
valleys. It is located
near the headwaters of
Elk Creek, a summer
steelhead stream.
Elevations range from
2,800 feet along Elk
Creek to 5,600 feet near
Johnson's Hunting
Grounds.

Although a relatively
small potential addition to
the Marble Mountain
Wilderness, the Johnson
roadless area has. habitat
for deer, black bear, elk,
spotted owl, goshawk, and
pileated woodpecker. Its
hardwood component is
capable of supporting a
particularly large
population of band-tailed
pigeon. Streams in the
Johnson area support fall,
winter, and summer
steelhead as well as king
salmon and resident trout.

The 3Johnson roadless
area shares about nine
miles of border with the
Marble ‘Mountain Wilder-
ness. Three wilderness

_portal trails pass through

this densely forested
area.

The Forest Service
would like to develop 100
percent of this area.
Approximately 15 percent
of the area is classified
as being unstable with a
high erosion hazard.

PORTUGUESE ROADLESS
AREA

This 40,424-acre
roadless area is adjacent
to the southwest side of

Red Buttes Roadless Area

This 67,771-acre area
is named the Kangaroo
roadless area by the
Forest Service. It is
characterized by very
steep, rugged topography,
with elevations ranging
from near 1,400 feet to
6,739 feet at Red Butte.
Vegetation is mostly
Douglas fir, white fir, and

pine, with some cedar and

hardwoods at the lower
elevations. Upper
elevations have mostly

white fir and red fir.
Brewer spruce is
scattered throughout the
eastern part of the area
and at. upper elevations.
Wildlife includes deer,
black bear, elk, spotted

Pyramid Peak near Swan Mtn., Red Buttes Roadless Area

owl, goshawk, pileated
woodpecker, band-tailed
pigeon, and western gray
squirrel. The siskiyou
salamander, an amphibian
listed as rare by the
State of California, s
found in some of the
creeks along the eastern
side. Rainbow trout are
present in

area streams,

Photo by John Hart
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Marble Mountain Wilderness
the Marble Mountain
Wilderness. It has steep,
rough broken topography
at low to moderate

elevations. There are
many creeks, all of which
eventually drain into the
Salmon River near the
western boundary of the
area. Wooley Creek, a
summer run steelhead

stream, s the most
prominent creek.
Wildlife habitat

supports spotted owl,
pileated woodpecker, king
and silver salmon, trout,
and steelhead, including a
summer run. Due to
large areas of resprouting
brush species caused, by
the 1977 Hog Fire,
Portuguese offers
particularly good habitat
for bear, deer, western
gray squirrel, and band-

and salmon and steelhead
occur in major ftributary
streams to the Klamath
River. ;

Currently, this. area
receives considerable use,
especially from southern
Oregon. The Pacific
Crest Trail traverses the
eastern third of the area.
Many people visit the
eastern part to view and
study the Dbotanical
diversity.

During RARE I the
Forest Service designated
the entire roadless area
non-wilderness. President
Carter
recommending a portion
of the area for
wilderness, but President
Reagan rescinded this
proposal. The Forest
Service's preferred alter-
native in the Forest Plan
is for non-wilderness for
the entire area. Nearly
three quarters of the
area would be developed,
mostly the densely
forested portion.
Wilderness values would
be retained on the rocky
peaks and open meadows
with scattered trees and
fingers of forested land.

Red Buttes was in
the original  California
Wilderness Bill but later
dropped. It i1s not in
Senator Cranston's
California Wilderness Bill,
but It is expected to be
a part of .a companion
bill authored by Rep.
Phillip Burton.

altered this by,

tailed pigeon.
= During RARE II
14,850 acres of the road-
less area were
mended for
but - the
Administration changed
this to non-wilderness.
The Forest Service now
plans to develop 91
percent of the 40,424-
acre area, ad- versely
affecting wilderness
resource values such as
solitude, naturalness, and
primitive recreation
opportunities.  About I8
percent of the area is
dominated by nonforest
alpine  meadows, rocky
areas, and brush areas
with scattered trees;
nearly l5 percent has
been classified as
extremely unstable with a
high erosion hazard.

Part of this roadless
area is in the California
Wilderness Bill as the
Marble Mountains
Wilderness Additions.

SNOOZER ROADLESS
AREA

During RARE I, 6,494
acres of the 30,162-acre
Snoozer roadless area was
recommended for wilder-
ness.  This_is rugged
country ranging in
elevation from 2,000 to
6,800 feet. There are
many rocky, sparsely
vegetated brushy slopes in
the North Russian Creek
and North™ Fork Salmon
River drainage portions of
the area. i

Wolverine have . been

spotted in the Snoozer
area. Deer, black bear,
spotted owl, goshawk,
pileated woodpecker,
western gray squirrel, and
trout are found here as
well.
y The Pacific Crest
Trail bisects . the area,
and there are ‘several
trail access routes to the
Marble Mountain Wilder-
ness. Hiking, back-
packing, and fishing are
the most common
activities, and - there s
some hunting.

The 23,668 acres
recommended for non-
wilderness in RARE I
would remain 1n that
designation under the
Forest Service proposed
alternative. This  plan
would result 1n the

wilderness,
Reagan

recom-
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development of 100
percent of this roadless
area, even though 25
percent ‘of the area is
dominated by nonforest
alpine meadows, rocky
areas, and brushy areas
with scattered trees.
Approximately 1l percent
of the area is classified
as being unstable with a
high erosion hazard.

Part of this roadless
area is in the California
Wilderness Bill as the
Marble Mountains
Wilderness “Additions.

SHACKLEFORD
ROADLESS AREA

This 4,685-acre
roadless area is adjacent
to the Marble Mountains
Wilderness and ranges in
elevation from &,400 feet
to over 7000 feet. There
are quite a few grassy
and brushy meadows
located on the upper
slopes and on some valley
bottoms adjacent to
streams.

Wildlife habitat is
found for deer, black
bear, band-tailed pigeon,
and western gray squirrel.
Shackleford offers
particularly good habitat
for the wildlife species
associated with late
forest successional stages,
such as spotted owl and

goshawk. Elk were found
in the area until the
1850's, but none are
known to occur there
today.

Shackleford 1s an
important wilderness
portal and 1s heavily used-
because it provides easy
access into the Marble
Mountain Wilderness.
Three tralls traverse 1t
of these, the Shackleford
Creek Trail i1s by far the
most commonly used.

The Forest Service
plan calls for development
of 20 percent of this
roadless area. Although
not recommended for
wilderness designation,
about 80 percent of the
area -would be retained
for undeveloped, dispersed
recreation.

Part of this roadless
area s in the California
Wilderness Bill as the
Marble Mountains
Wilderness Additions.
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BLM Lands Lose Protection

W;il:der:n'e'ss; R‘e‘cor'd ,

Watt Whittles Away

By Russ Shay

The Wards

Interior Secretary
James Watt gave the
nation his version of a
Christmas present last
year - he dropped 800,000
acres of Bureau of Land

down
canyon.

Ferry

Road twists and turns
unmercifully on its
the side of the
If you
driving down in the. egrly
morning, the sun:peeks ‘at

way

are

digger

es

on

Management roadless you through the
areas from wtlderness pines and oak tre
study. More than 120,000 the rim. At the bottom,

acres of the lands are in
California.

Some of these areas
are well known as part of
the proposed Trinity Alps,
Ishi, Tuolumne River, and

the Tuolumne River.

Road; in between
canyon is wild land.

you are on the banks of

Upstream, it ts about
18 miles to the Lumsden

, the
The

Scodies wilderness areas  canyon is deep, the sides
or additions to the steep. The sunny side is
existing Agua Tibtias, covered in tall grass, the

Domeland, and Pinnacles horth stde in brush and
wildernesses. trees. It's an impressive

S i x maijor sight, looking upstream.
environmental groups, It looks the same - s
along with Rep. Phillip largely the same - as
Burton, have challenged -when visited by the

Watt's decision in federal

Native Americans who

court. Some of the areas gave the Tuolumne its
would .be protected by name or when the first
passage of the California Gold Rush prospectors

Wilderness Act, but the
majority of areas will
never even be studied for

gravels.

came to test the river's

Altogether, there are

wilderness should Watt's spout 20,000 acres of
ruling stand. It .18 gtill-wild public land here.
particularly irontc as the And its a rare piece.

BLM was planning to
recommend several of the
areas as wilderness.

- Editor

There is no
wtlderness this low
Sierra Nevada.

designated

in the

Most of
what has been protected

is up at the crest of the
the

range, where

Wh

cit Wests Would Lecve Ouf |

1

4 .

t" South Worner Contiguous
i ocras 4130
:j ————————
} b Tehama

i | Yolla Boly ~
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Here, listed: by county, are thé 56 Califoinia areas — a total of
.123,600.acres — drapped from wildérness consideration

Y

Tuolumne begtns its
descent. This ptece is In
the foothills, at the base
of the rtver's staircase
from the heights.

The U.S. Forest
Service owns most of the
20,000 acres and is
studying whether to
preserve it in tts natural
state or to allow for a
dam that would flood the
canyon. Faorest Service
policy is not to allow any

development that would
remove the preservation
optton unttl the final
choice ts made. The

decision wtll. not be easy
- both sides have strong
cases and public support -
and the Forest Service
wants it to be a
deliberate one, based on
careful study and
wetghitng of the
alternatives. :

But not all of this
land belongs to the
Forest Service. The first
three miles of river above
Wards Ferry, about 3,000
acres, are managed by
the Interior Department's
Bureau of Land
Management. But the
fishermen who walk wup
the river from the road,
seeking wtld trout no
hatchery produced, can't
tell where the Bureau's
land ends and the Forest
Service land begins. The
vegetation doesn't change;
there ts no ridge or fence
line. The boundary exists
only on a map, a straight
line drawn decades ago to
reflect a bureaucratic
diviston of turf.

Interior Secretary
James G. Watt recently
dectded that this piece, of
Bureau land, along w:th
55 others in Californa,
was too small to study
for protection, let alone
to protect. Watt set up
a 5,000-acre mntmum,
Earlier, Watt tried to get
authority to remove
protection from parcels
larger than 5,000 acres.
Congress refused. He
tried to lease
congressionally designated
wilderness areas for oil
drilling. 'Congress
stopped him, Still, he
keeps chipping away
wherever -he can.

In San Dtego County,
Watt threw out a 2,500-

acre area of the
Sawtooth Mountains on
the western edge of
Anza-Borrego Desert
State Park. The Bureau
of Land Management
already had studied and
recommended that area
for protection. It was

the final, central piece of
a jugsaw puzzle of
wilderness, . connecting
two other pieces of
Bureau wildlands with two
other pieces of the Park
already designated as
wilderness by the state.
Watt's new policy leaves
77,000 acres of

S TAORE

designated or recom-
mended wilderness with
an unprotected 2,500-acre
hole in the middle.

Pinnacles National
Monument, south of
Salinas, was created to
protect a piece of
Californta's inner-coast
range that contains
spectacular volcanic
cliffs. Congress later

designated much of the
Monument as a wilderness
area. There are small
parcels of Bureau lands
on each side of the
Monument. The Bureau
completed a draft study
of “the wilderness sttua-
tion and recommended, in
a startling triumph of
common sense over
bureaucratic protection of
turf, that Congress give
those parts of Bureau
land within the watershed
of the Monument over to
the Park Service. The
Monument wilderness area
would then end up with a
more senstble boundary
from the point of view of

on-the-ground manage-
ment. Now Watt's policy
comes along, prohibiting
the Bureau from
protecting that land so
that it stays ip the
condition that the Park

Service would like.

Not every piece of
land that Watt has
decided not to protect or
not to study i1s an
important one with great
value as wilderness. Not
all of the lands that the
Forest Service is studying
for  possible wilderness

designation will be, or
should be, protected by
Congress. But at least
the Forest Service wili

attempt to find out what
value these still-wild
lands do have before let-
ting them be developed.

Watt does not want to
know what value these
lands might have for
preservation. Preser-
vation does not interest
him, and he is very
accomplished at
disregarding what does
not interest him.

He has dismissed
continual congresstonal
rebuffs of his policies,
and regards the
unprecendented wetght of
editortal disapproval as
evidence that the nation's
press s "manipulated" by
his critics. He began his
tenure in office by
refusing to meet with
leaders of nattonal
environmental groups, and
dismissed thetr petition of
one million signatures as
“a  fund-raising drive."
He doesn't seem to care
that public-optnion polls -
even those commissioned
by itndustry - show broad

support  for  wilderness
preservation and envi-
ronmental protection
among the majority of
Amgrxcqns.

Diamond Crossing

January-February, 1983
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Road Approved
at Granite Chief

Regional Forester
Zane G. Smith has
granted Southern Pacific
Land Company a right-of-

way across Tahoe
National Forest lands In
the proposed Granite
Chief Wilderness.

Southern Pacific has plans
to build a road through
the southern portion of
the Granite Chief area in
order to log its inholdings
near Diamond Crossing.
The Gramite Chief
Task Force (a member of
the Califocnia Wilderness
Coalition) and the Sierra
Club have filed a notice
of ntent to appeal the
decision with the Chief
of the Forest Service n

Washington, D.C. The
conservatian groups
support wilderness

designation of the popular
Granite Chief area, and

they intend to pursue all

The only person Watt
does feel accountable to
1s _hts boss: Prestdent
Reagan. Unfortunately,
the President  supports
Watt and apparently
shares -hts view of thetr
legtons of' critics as
misgutded in their destire
to protect the envi-
ronment and preserve
some of thetr wilderness
herttage.

History shows that
this ts a fragtle heritage,
and that if we do not
tend to the bits and
pteces of it, we can lose
large chunks of it,
chipped away incurston by
incursion,

Watt keeps chipping
away.
Russ Shay 1is the

Sierra Club's Repre-
sentative in North-
ern California:

administrative
remedies
roading

and legal
to prevent the
and logging of
the area wuntil Congress
passes a California -
Wilderness Bill.

The road also will be
opposed on procedural
grounds because the
Faorest Service has not
completed a formal
Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS). Forest
Service regulations and
existing legal precedents
require an EIS before any
developmental activities
can be carried out 1n a
RARE II "further
planning" roadless area, a
designation granted the
Granite Chief area in
1979.

According to the
Forest Service, the right-
of-way has to be grantea
because an amendment to
the Alaska Lands Act

requires government
agencies to provide
"reasonable access"! to
private inholdings
surrounded by public
lands. Conservatiomsts

feel that destruction of
the wilderness qualities of
the Granite Chief area s
not '"reasonable." They
propose that the Forest
Service either purchase
the lands outright
(unlikely with the current
budget crunch) or
exchange other National
Forest Lands for Southern
Pacific's holdings. . Tahoe
Forest officials have
opposed land exchanges
elsewhere for the land in
Granite Chief; they don't
want to exchange
valuable timber land
elsewhere for the land In
Granite Chief because of
the probability of the
area being designated

wilderness. Steve Evans
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Wilderness Wildlife
California Rattlesnakes

color and cute, devil-like Mojave
Califormia 1s fortunate harns above the eyes. Its
to host six species of unique sideways method this
rattlesnakes (genus of locomotion qives it
Crotalus), a number away immediately as a
exceeded only by Arizona, sidewinder, and makes it toxic

New Mexico and Texas.
Arizona, a center of
rattlesnake evolution, has

ten species. Although
not confined to areas
"wilderness" areas, rocky

healthy rattlesnake
populations occur in many
of our roadless public

lands. buried

DIVERSITY OF SPECIES

The most widespread
rattlesnake in Califarma,
the western rattlesnake
C. viridis) ranges
throughout California with
the exception of the
Mojave and Colorado
deserts. A fairly
nondescript, variably-
colored, blotched snake,
its . major distinguishing
characteristic 1s a light
stripe extending from the
corner of the mouth to
the tep of the snout

below the eye. 1t rarely

attains over five feet in day. Caution: 1t can California spectes.  The L SR
length.  This 1s the only strike quite suddenly from® "Mojave green" 1s most Rattlesnakes

species of rattlesnake this position at P g areas of Lo the pit viper sub-
SRRl Dy MEEL T photographers who annoy scattered creosate or family of the famuly
the Sierra Nevada, t by getting too close. mesquite. Viperidae, which also
Klamath ° Mountains, or: The speckled Entering only the includes such groups
coast ranges north of Los  rattlesnake (C. mitchelll) extreme southeast copperheads,

Angeles s likely to s found 1n California tn portians of our state Mouths, the bushmaster

encounter. Three

subspecies are named for deserts well as the Colorado deserts) the The heat'se"sory, pits j_ust
California, ncluding the ranges to the west of the e dlamondba::k (c. behind the nostrils, which
Great Basin rattlesnake desert i1n southern atrox) inhabits a much atd 1n locating warm-
found in  extreme California where 1t me—r territory elsewhere blooded prey and guiding
nartheastern California continues well into Baja including most of Texas the strike,
and the region of Mono California. [t has and much of northern the group.

Lake. The rest of its

range s divided between overall salt-and-pepper rattlesnake, it may reach characterized by
the northern Pacific and speckling. The speckled seven feet in length. triangular heads (enlarged
southern Pacific rattlesnake 1s most hkely The diamond-shaped to hold the venom
subspecies. : to be encountered at markings are often glands), curved,
The sidewinder (C.! rocky sites such as e e (o | Gt retractable hollow
cerastes) 1s probably the! boulder-strewn slopes, black white-ringed and vertical pupils.
second most abundant’ chaparral amid rock piles tail has earned it the Vipers are constdered to
rattler 1n Cahforma, and rugged canyons--in name “caontail" Ttus be the most highly
being common throughout:  gother words classic "snake snake inhabits a variety evolved snakes,
the Mojave and Colorado country." This species is of arid and semi-arid specialized for utilizing
(California section of the” said be alert and habitats. It ts dangerous relatively  large
Sonoran) deserts. A small active, and often holds due to the amount of blooded prey.
rattiesnake with a its ground when cornered. venom a large individual Besides mammal
maximum recorded length The Mojave may inject as well as its such as rabbits, mice and
of 31 inches, 1t s rattlesnake (C. scutulatus) California

identified by 1ts pale 1s a

most suited to habitats of
fine sand. [t 1s most
common 1n well-vegetated
dunes ar

slopes and ather
substrates.
nocturnal, it may be
found coiled and half
in a pit at the
base of a bush during the

the Majave and Colorado

variable markings with an

denizen of the

sand hummock
also lLives on

Chiefly back.

Califarma.

most dangerous in our
area, with a highly neuro- has
component  which
can cause
failure. The ground color
1s usually greenish, with
well-defined,
‘diamonds or hexagons
down the center of the
Desert users should
learn how to identify this
snake in case of a bite,
1s much mare

than with other

as therapy
critical

Mexico. Qur largest

unabashed "don't tread on
me" attitude. g

Desert n The red
The venom of
rattlesnake s the

respiratory

light-edged

(parts of the Mojave and and

the

rats,
rattlesnake species

species,
"coontatl."

found only n
mountains  (both

and desert
extreme
California, but its
then extends south to the
tip of Baja.

generally 'smaller
more mild of disposition
than C. atrox.

Vipers n general are

diamond
rattlesnake (C. ruber), a
reddish relative aof
preceding

coastal
slopes) of
southwestern

[t

belong

caotton-

fer-de-lance.

characterize

By Dennis Coules

eat birds, lizards, frogs,
etc. All species in our
area bear live offspring.

ENVENOMATION AND
TREATMENT

Although many peaple
take the ncision/suction
method of treatment far
granted, this technique
has come under increasing
criticism. Permanent
damage after a snakebite
1s ofter the result of
overreactions n
apphication of first aid
rather than of the venom
1tself. About 20% of
bites are '"dry," with no
venom Injected.

According to the
October 1, 1982 issue of
The Medical Letter on
Drugs and Therapeutics,
"Incision and suction over
the wound 1s generally
not an effective way of
removing venom and can
cause permanent damage.
Tourniquets can cause
necrosis and loss of a
limb. The first-aid
procedure recommended
by the Australian Serum
Institute seems sensible,
and some case reports
suggest that 1t has been
effective: a broad, firm,
constrictive bandage s
applied immediately over
the bitten area and
around the limb,
bandaging as much of the
limb as passible; the limb
s then splinted.”

As far follow-up
treatment, such
techniques as 1ce packs,
surgical exciston of the
wound site and large
doses of corticosterotds
are not recommended.
"There 1s a general
agreement that victims of
seflous poisanous
snakebite should receive
antivenom...same
experienced cliniclans use
antivenom for all bites
caused by the eastern
coral snake or Mojave
rattlesnake if the snake
has been positively
identified." (Write CWC
for a copy of the Medical
Letter.)
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CONSERVATION STATUS

Rattlesnakes are much
maligned, even by many
so-called '"amimal lovers."
Although rattlesnakes
should not be allowed to
inhabit  your front porch
or junior's sandbox
(depending on your
attitude toward infants),
there is no sound reason
to persecute them n
natural habitats. They
constitute an 1mportant
component of natural
communities, both as
predator and prey.

Road-ktlls  constitute
a serious' mortality source
for rattiesnakes,

especially during warm
summer nights. Instead of
aiming straight for the
snake, [ would suggest
pulling off the road and
nudging the critter to a
safer spot with a long
stick.

Subdivisions, land
development and other
forms of habitat
destruction threaten many
rattlesnake populations n
California, particularly 1n
rapidly-developing areas
such as San Diego
County.

Off-road vehicles
(ORVs) crush snakes and
cause the collapse of
their burrows and those
of their prey, especially
1n' sandy deserts and
desert washes. ORV-
iidiced vegetation
destruction reduces the
productivity of the entire
ecosystem, reducing both
prey and habitat availabie
to snakes.

Finally, snake fanciers
threaten the existence of
some speclies or local
populations by aver-
collecting. Particujarly
insidious s the
destruction of habitat
that may take place
during a search, with
boulders’ and rock flakes
displaced by crowbars,
hydraultc jacks, winches
or explosives.

FURTHER READING

Many books and
articles discuss
rattlesnakes, but for field

-— 1dentification Robert C.

Stebbins' Field Guide to
Western Reptiles and
Amphibians (Houghton
Mifflin Co.) is standard.
Dennis Coules is
the Coalition's con-
sultant for wildlife
and desert issues.
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PURPOSES OF THE
CALIFORNIA WILDERNESS
COALITION
~.to promote throughout
the State of California the
preservation of wild lands as
legally designated wilder-
ness areas by carrying on an
educational program
concerning the value of
wilderness and how it may
best be used and .
preserved in the public
interest, by making and
encouraging scientific
studies concerning wilder- -
ness, and by enlisting public
interest and cooperation in
protecting existing or

-potential wilderness areas.
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Business Sponsors

Like any citizen or-
ganization, the California
Wilderness Coalition
depends upon sponsorship
and support. The
organization is grateful to
the following businesses
that have recognized the
great need to preserve
the wilderness of
Califorma.

Ace Family Hardware -
Kaual
4018 Rice Street
Lihue, Hawan 96766

The Alpine Supply Co.
130 G Street
Davis, CA 95616
(916) 756-2241

Antelope Camping Equip.
Manufacturing Co. .
21740 Cranada Avenue
Cupertino, CA 95014
(408) 253-1913

Baldwin's Forestry
Services
P.0. Box 22
Douglas City, CA
96024

Kathy Blankenship
Photography
402 tago Place
Davis, CA 95616
(916) 756-1411

Creative Sound Recording
Michael W. Nolasco
6412 Cerromar Circle
Orangevale, CA 95662
(916) 969-1521

Daybell Nursery
55 N.E. Street
Porterville, CA = 93257
(209) 781-5126

Echo, The Wilderness Co.
6529 Telegraph Avenue
Berketey, CA 94609
(415) 652-1600

Earth Integral, Inc.
2655 Portage Bay Ave.
Davis, CA 95616
(916) 756-9300

Four Seasons Sports
410 Redwood
Qakland, CA 94619

Hibbert Lumber Co.
500 G Street
Davis, CA 95616
(916) 753-5611

The Naturalist
219 E Street
Dawvis, CA 95616
(916) 758-2323

The North Face
1234 Fafth Street
Berkeley, CA 94710
(415) 548-1371

Renewed Resources
Art Derby
555 Chapman Drive
Campbell, CA 95008

San Francisco Travel
Service
728 Montgomery St.
San Francisco, CA
94111 (415) 991-6640

Bob Schneider, Contractor
Solar Homes
2402 Westernesse Road
Davis, CA 95816
(916) 758-4315

Siskiyou Forestry
Consultants
P.O. Box 241
Arcata, CA 95521

Ski Hut
1615 Umiversity Avenue
erkeley, CA 94704
(415) 843-6505

Genny Smith Books
P.O. Box 1060
Mammoth Lakes, CA
93546

Solano Ski Sport
1215 Tabor Avenue
Fairfield, CA 94704
(707) 422-1705

Mike McWherter
Author & Photographer
1231 Bottlebrush Place
Oxnard, CA 93030
(805) 982-8311

Wilderness Digest
RP.O. Box 989
Lone Pine, CA 93545

Wilderness Press
2440 Bancroft Way
Berkeley, CA 94704
(415) 843-8080

Wildflower Farms Native
Plant Nursery
1831 Terrace Place
Delano, CA 93215

Yes Electric
22 Claus Circle
Fairfax, CA 94930
(415) 456-7433

'Zoo-Ink Screen Print

2415 Third St., No. 270
San Francisco, CA
94107 (415) 863-1207

Wilderness Record
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Our newest group
member:

Acorn Alliance
P.O. Box 858
Redway, CA 95560

American Alpine Club

Angeles Chapter, Sierra
Club

Bay Chapter, Sierra Club

Butte Environmental
Council

California Native Plant
Society

Citizens Committee to
Save Our Public Lands

Citizens for a Mojave
National Park

Committee for Green
Foothills

Concerned Citizens of
Calaveras County

Conejo Vélley Audubon
Society

Conservation Call

Covelo Wildlands
Association

Davis Audubon Society
Defenders of Wildlife

‘Desert Protective Council

Earth Ecolegy Club

Ecology Center of
Southern California

Environmental Center of
San Luis Obispo County

Friends of Plumas
Wilderness

Friends of the Earth
Friends of the River

Friends of the River
Foundation

Golden Gate
Environmental Law
Society

Granite Chief Task Force
Greenpeace
Ishi Task Force

Kaweah Group, Sierra
Club

Kern Audubon Society

Kern Plateau Association

Kern River Valley
Audubon Society

Kern Valley Wildhie
Assoclation

Knapsack Section, Bay
Chapter, Sierra Club

Groups

Lake Tahoe Audubon
Society

Loma Prieta Chapter,
Sierra Club

Los Angeles Audubon
Society

Marin Conservation
League

_Mendocino Environment

Center

Mono Lake Committee

“Mon terey Penisula

Audubon Society

Mt. Shasta Audubon
Society

Mt. Shasta Resources
Counctl

Natural Resources Defense
Council

NCRCC Sterra Club

Northcoast Environmental
Center

Northeast Californians for
Wilderness

Northstate Wilderness
~ Committee

Orange County Sierra
Singles

Pasadena Audubon Society

Placer County Conser-
vation Task Force

Portervilie Area
Environmental Council

The Red Mountain
Assoclation

Salmon Trollers Marketing
Association

San Francisco Ecology
Center

San Joagquin Wilderness
Association

Save Our Creeks
Committees of America

Sierra Assoclation for
Environment

Sierra Treks
Sinkyone Council

Siskiyou Mountains
Resource Council

South Fork Trinity
Watershed Association

South Fork Watershed
Association

Stockton Audubon Society
Trinity Alps Group

UC Davis Environmental
Law Society
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Wild & Woolly

VEGE-ENERGY: The

SUSTAINED YIELD: -
magazine New Roots ran

About $8' million worth of

martjuana was seized in a spoof article on using
Siskiyou National Faorest overgrown zucchini as
last season, compared firewood and then was
with $3.3 mtllion in forced to run an editor's
timber harvested there in note explaining the joke
all of fiscal 1982 L b AGILLE =2

) wrote for more

according to forest and

police officials. information about the

BTU bonanza.
-High Country News

- Econews

Bear Your Chest

In XL, Too!

Graphic by Marcia Cary

.

Retailers say we should raise the price on our
$7.00 CWC T-shirts, and with wholesale costs climbing
we may soon agree. But until we reorder, you can
still buy our T-shirts at a bargain price [some colors
and sizes are In very short supply).

OQur three color T-shirts feature the CWC logo of
black mountains beneath a blue sky, with yellow sand
dunes in the foreground. KEEP IT WILD rings the top
of the logo, with the CALIFORNIA WILDERNESS COALITION
beneath.

Regular T-shirts are 100% double knit cotton, and
are available in white, yellow, tan and blue. Sizes
are men's S, M, L, and XL.

French-cut T-Shirts also are 100% double knit
cotton, and are available in white, lilac, and powder
blue. Sizes are women's S, M, and L.

All T-shirts are $7.00 to CWC members; $8.00 for
non-members (tax included). Clearly indicate whether
you want regular or French-cut, size, color, and if
you will accept a substitute color.

Please add $1.00 postage; 50¢ for each additional
T-shirt.
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