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In Courts, Congress

RARE II Rolls On *

As expected, the State of
California won its lawsuit
against the U.S. Forest
Service’s ‘“non-wilderness”
decisions for 47 roadless
areas in.the Roadless Area
Review and Evaluation
(RARE Il). The court de-
cision prohibits devel-
opment of these particular
areas until site-specific
environmental impact state-
ments are written.

Meanwhile, ‘the U.S.
Congress is continuing to
debate bills that would
protect varying amounts of
California wilderness and
bills that could require the
release of wild lands to
permanent ‘‘non-wilder-
ness” status. Competing
bills by Reps. Phil Burton
and Harold T. “Bizz’’
Johnson are now before the
Subcommittee oh Public
Lands of the House Com-
mittee on Interior and
Insular Affairs.

The lawsuit against part of
the RARE 1l decision was
filed by the State of
California after the Forest
Service designated as “non-
wilderness” the 47 areas the
State requested be placedin
“wilderness” or “further
planning” status. The court
agreed with the State that
one environmental state-
ment for the entire RARE Ii
program did not adequately
assess the impacts likely to
occur on the thousands of
areas undeér consideration.

The court also took a dim
view of the way the Forest
Service

BLM Completes

On December 28, 1979
the U.S. Bureau of Land
management (BLM) issued
its decision on final Wilder-
ness Study Area (WSA)
selections for all BLM lands
outside the California Des-
ert Conservation Area. A
total of 93 units with
1,141,445 acres were desig-
nated as WSAs. 232 other
units comprising 2,064,428
acres will not be studied and

will be available for im-~

mediate development un-
less protested.

The decision was defer-
red for 18 units (235, 135
acres) that are jointly
administered by the Nevada
and California, or Oregon

analyzed public_

‘opinion and their means of

rating the wilderness qual-
ities of roadless areas. Citing
the broad, generic terms
used in . rating wilderness
attributes, the judge com-
mented in his decision
“lolne can hypothesize
how the Grand Canyon
might be rated: ‘Canyon
with river, little vegetation.’

On the Congressional
scene, wilderness bills for
California are beginning to
be drafted using the in-
formation received during
November’s hearings and in
the mail.

Rep. Phil Burton con-
tinues to,champion wilder-
ness in the state and is
working with local mem-
bers of Congress to find
acceptable boundaries for
many areas. This has meant
some compromise to ac-
comodate potential down-
hill ski areas and other
possible developments, but
for the most part, long-
standing wilderness pro-
posals are fought for with-
out major alterations to the
boundaries. The amount of
land released to devel-
opment. by the Forest
Service last year has limited
the need for compromising
the little wild land that
remains.

The timber
however, has convinced
Rep. Thomas Foley of
Washington to introduce a
bill to release to develop-
ment all “non-wilderness”
areas and to set a deadline
for Congressional action on

industry,

and California State Offices.
The final inventory in-
cluded some gains for
wilderness supporters, but
many areas about which
conservationists have been
concerned are still deleted
from wilderness study.
Some important areas
that were originally pro-
posed for elimination from
future wilderness consid-
eration (in the draft in-
tensive inventory) will now
receive wilderness study
thanks to strong public
support during the in-
ventory comment period.
The 93,205-acre Eagle Head/
Dry Valley Rim area (¥CA-
020-615) in the BLM’s

P.O. Box 429, Davis, CA 95616
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“wilderness”, “further plan-
ning” and Primitive Areas
after which all these lands
would be released to
development.  Conserva-
tionists completely oppose
this blatant raid on the
public’s remaining wild
areas.

House action on the
California bills and the Foley
bill is expected during the
next few months.
promises to be the year fora
number of new wilderness
areas in the state, Whether it
also means the death knell
of other roadless lands
remains to be seen.

Judge

On January 8, 1980, Judge
Lawrence Karlton granted
summary judgement against
the U.S. Forest Service in
California v. Bergland, the
California RARE Il lawsuit.
The ruling rests on the
judge’s conclusion that the
Forest Service failed to
comply with the require-
ment of the National En-
vironmental Policy Act
(NEPA) in several significant
respects in designating
roadless areas as non-
wilderness in RARE Il. The
NEPA violations found were
as follows:

1. The RARE 1
environmental statement
and final environmental
statement (“DES” and “FES”
respectively) failed to ex-
amine in anything ap-

draft
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Blasts Forest Service

proaching the detail re-
quired by NEPA the site-
specific wilderness values of
the RARE Il roadless areas.
The DES and FED com-
pletely failed to examine the
site-specific adverse ' en-
vironmental .impacts that
would result from the
decisions to open areas to
development through non-
wilderness designation.

2. The ruling also con-
cludes that the Forest
Service did not examine a
reasonable range of al-
ternatives for the disposi-
tion of the RARE Il roadless
areas. Of the eleven al-
ternatives examined in the
FES, ten allocated 34 percent
or fewer of the total areas to
wilderness; the eleventh
allocated all the areas to

State Inventory

Susanville District is now the -
largest WSA in the inven-
tory. It was originally
targeted for elimination
from consideration by the
BLM. Public support also
helped restore almost the
full acreage of the Ske-
daddle Mountains unit
(#CA-020-612) an area of
rugged peaks and sheer
canyons that provides habi-
tat for antelope, deer,
golden eagles, falcons, and
wild horses. The area is also
proposed for bighorn sheep
reintroduction.

The Willow- Creek/Tun-
nison Mountains unit (#CA-
020-311) was also restored to
study status and consol-

idated into a single unit by
combining areas 311 and
312. 24,130 acres contiguous
to the proposed wilderness
in the. Sheldon National
Antelope Range will also be
studied in the- Susanville
District as a result of public
support (#CA-020-1012).
Despite strong public
support for wilderness
study, the BLM refused to
give WSA status to the
Stanislaus River. Canyon
(¥CA-040-207), Pahoa Island
in Mono Lake (#CA-010-

~ 091B), Blue Ridge and Rocky

Ridge in the Putah/Cache
Creek drainages (#CA-050-
318 and 332), Brush Moun-
tain.and Elkhorn Creek in

wilderness and was con-
ceded by the Forest Service
to be unrealistic. The
unexplained failure of the
Forest Service to examine
any alternatives that al-
located more than 34
percent but less than 100
percent of the roadless
areas to wilderness was a
violation of NEPA’s require-
ment that gebroad range of
reasonablesalternatives to a
proposed action be studied.

3. The Forest Service was
held to have violated its
duty under NEPA to solicit
and consider public com-
ment in RARE Il in three
major respects.

a. First, the. Forest
Service failed totally to
solicit public comment on
the actual RARE I proposal.
This proposal did not
appear until the FES was
released in January, 1979,
and differed considerably
from the ten alternatives

present in the DES upon
which public comment was
sought. The Court held that
the Forest Service should
have circulated its final
proposal as a supplement to
the DES for public comment
before taking any final
action.

b. The Forest Service

failed to respond to site-

specific comments received
from the public on RARE i
areas. It had expressly
solicited such comments in
the DES, but only re-
sponded to general com-
ments about the overall
RARE Il process in the FES.
The Court held that the
large number of comments
received indicated not that
the Forest Service should be
excused from its NEPA duty
to respond to site-specific
comments, but that the
Service had simply at-
tempted to do too much at
one time. — Trent Orr

the South Fork Eel River
drainage (#CA-050-132 and
134), most of Tunnel Ridge
in the Redding District
(#CA-030-402), and many
large areas in the Susanville
District, including 121,760
acres in four areas proposed
as part of a Skedaddle
Mountains Wilderness Com-
plex. Non-WSA decisions
could be protested to the
State Director, BLM until
February 5, 1980. Unsuc-
cessful protests may be
appealed to the Depart-
ment of the Interior’s Board
of Land Appeals.

Areas for which the WSA
decision was deferred in-
clude parts of the 132,000-
acre High Rocks Wilderness
Complex in Nevada and

extreme northeastern Cal-
ifornia. However, two units
of the 5-unit High Rock
Complex (19,820 acres)
were placed in non-wilder-
ness. 137,660 acres of the
Buffalo Hills Wilderness
Complex were given WSA
status (2 units) and 14,090
acres were placed into the
non-WSA category. The
decisions on deferred areas
will be made after a joint
inventory and analysis of
public comments by the
state directors of the BLM
state offices involved.
Other important areas to
receive wilderness study are
the King Range along
California’s north coast,

cont. on page 4
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As we enter 1980, the
2 California Wilderness Coa-
lition is entering its fifth
year. The organization has
changed a lot in that time.
One recent change which
you have probably already
noticed is a new format for
Wild California that changed
format in October from
offset printing to newsprint
which saved a significant
sum.,

. Another recent improve-
ment is the switchover of
the membership list from
|¢ the U.C. Davis computer to
Jim Eaton’s home computer.
Many, many thanks go to
Mike Carter for his hours of
work and patience in
providing CWC with mail-
ing labels for the past year
and a half. His computer
program and services help-
ed us get out the publi-
cations, membership re-
newals and wildernessalerts
l much moreé quickly.

CWC’s fund-raising ef-
forts in the past six months

£ have taken on some new
and varied forms. Bob
Schneider has been at the
fore in his work with Alpine
Products, Inc. (a CWC
Business Sponsor, address
on back page). Alpine

02063 500000000000006000000000000000

Coalition Report
by Wendy Cohen

Products is manufacturing a
day pack with a CWC label
and handbill. The pack wil
sell for $1 more than the
regular price and that $1 will
be donated to CWC. This
steady source ofincome will
help us greatly in our
programs. The packs should
be available in March, so if
you need a new one, buy it
then and help out CWC!

- Alpine Products also held
a special week-long sale
during the second week of
December in a store in
downtown Berkeley. They
offered incredibly “low
prices for a variety of items
including polarguard jack-
ets and alpine tents, and
donated to. CWC 25 cents
for each item sold. A
thousand thanks to Tom van
Overbeek and others at
Alpiné Products and to.Bob
Schneider for the tremen-
dous support!

Another fund-raising e-
vent has been wine tasting
parties led by Shawn Denkler.
Two tastings were held in
the Fall and were asmashing
success (especially after-
wards when we had to finish
the leftovers). Two more
tastings are planned for the
Bay Area at the end of

Wilderness

Davis/Sacramento tastings

February and perhaps niorei
that. Contact :

after

758-0380 for information. 2
Finally, at the end of%
March, our year-long CETAE
project ends. Dennis Coules :
has been working for the
past year developing com-
mients on Forest Service and £
BLM plans and environ-
mental statements, andi
researching a variety of §
wiIderness issues such as

around there! $

Archie Douglas has been
working as CETA adminis-
trative assistant :since Nov-
ember and will have com-
pleted the resource library
by the end of March. Archie
may be staying on after
March to help keep the
office going and keep Jim
company.

So, CWC is starting its fifth 8
year with many changes and !
new faces. With the various £
wilderness and nonwilder- 2
ness bills in Congress, we £
have our work cut out for us £
and we are ready!

=
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Where the $ Goes

The Board of Directors and
staff of the California
Wilderness Coalition feel it
is important that members
of the CWC know that their
wilderness _ contributions
are effectively used. The
- two pie charts, one ‘for
incomes and one for dis-
bursements, illustrate the
Coalition budget for 1979.

- The 0
labeled “staff” -includes
salary, benefits, and. over-
head (unemployment,‘ work-
man’s comp) for

K people, Dave Brown, Sheri
Russell and - Deh Haury.
Much of Dave’s

Executive Director was
directly associated with
wilderness issues.

The office category in-
cludes items such:as:rent,
monthly telephéné sérvice,
computer labels, and office
supplies. Moving 1o a
downtown Davis location
has increased our rent but
increased out-effectiveness.

Not included on

which currently employs

Dennis Coules and Archie’

Douglas. Their salaries and
expenses are paid by CETA
with the Coalition providing

office space and super-
vision.
Our " publications con-

tinue to be a major portion
of our expenses. In 1979,
Wild California was pub-
lished six times to supple-
_ment the bi-monthly Wild-

Graphic by Mike Nolasco

slice of the pie-

_three~

work-
during " his six ‘months¢ as;

the
charts is the CETA project.

erness Record. Our new
publication features the
““Citizen’s Handbook” and
allows CWC members to
receive up-to-date infor-
‘mation twice as often as in
the past.

The Wilderness Infor-
mation Service also became
a regular feature for wilder-
ness leaders throughout the

i“state. This computer print-
out keeps our member
‘groups and Kkey activists
‘alerted to -hearings, docu-

1.4 %

TOTAL :

BUSINESS SPONSORS
GROUP MEMBERS $ 68|
LOANS $ 970 6.3%
MISC. $ 81 5%

ments, and background
information that comes to
our attention. .
1980 will prove to be a
challenging year to the
Coalition. We believe the
Coalition provides vital
functioris to the wilderness
movement in California and
that we deliver a maximum
amount of results per dollar
donated. We hope you
agree and will help us in
1980 with your generous
contributions.

36(6

$ 15361.02

INCOME

$ 165 1.1%
4.4%
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Timber Sale Denied

The Northstate Wilder-
ness Committee has a-
chieved a major victory for
wilderness through the
Forest Service appeals pro-
cess.

Northstate along with the
Sierra Club, Audubon So-
ciety, Friends of the River,
and fly=fishing groups
appealed a helicopter sal-
vage sale slated for the Polk
Springs area of Deer Creek
in the Lassen National
Forest. The sale would have
removed up to 8 mmbf of
dead and dying timber from

Oops!

As you have no doubt
discovered, it is March and
you are just now receiving
your Jan.-Feb. Wilderness
Record and your Feb. Wild
California. We apologize. In
an attempt to save money
we switched typesetters.
Several weeks were lost as
we repeatedly tried to
obtain readable type. Fin-
ally, we had to find another
typesetter. We hope to be
back on schedule soon.

Thanks for your patience.

the roadless area which was
designated for further plan-
ning at the conclusion of
RARE II.

The conservation groups
appealed the sale on the
grounds it would severely
degrade the area’s wilder-
ness qualities. The Polk
Springs area is a unit of the
proposed Ishi Wilderness
which_is . currently under
consideration in a wilder-
ness bill before Congress.

The salvage sale appeal
eventually made its way
through the Regional and
National levels of the Forest
Service to the desk of
Rupert Cutler,” Assistant’
Secretary of*Agriculture. In
late December, Cutler
released his decssnon con-
cerping the appeal stating,,

“Various points'-faiséd by !

the appellants and others
have caused  me to. re-
consider this decision and |
now conclude that this sale:
should not go forward.”
Cutlerfinstructed the Chief
of the Forest Service to
cancel the sale,
Acknowledging that the
Forest Service" has a com-
mitment to manage further
planning areas to preserve

their wilderness values,
Cutler cancelled the sale
because, he said, “it would
detract from the wilderness
qualities of the area and
potentially reduce its sui-
tability for wilderness desig-
nation.”

Rick Middleton, the Si-
erra Club Legal Defense
Fund attorney who handled
the case in Washington
D.C., stated “it appears that
we have won a sweeping
victory.” -

The successful appeal is
important - in terms of
halting deyelopmental ac-
tivities in other “further
planing” gondless areas.
Cutler’s decnsuon demon-
strates a scommitment to
protect raadless area values.

“His statement could be

utilized in.other appealsand
attempts ‘to. preserve “fur-
ther planfiing” areas in the
next three tosfive years.

For copies. of Cutler’s
decision, contact the North-
state Wildérness Com-
mittee, 708 Cherry St.,
Chico, Ca. 95626, 916-891-
6424, or' the. California
Wilderness+ Coalition, P.O.
Box 429, Davis, Ca. 95616,
916-758-0380.

ORVers Appeal Successfully.

The U.S. Bureau of Land:
Management (BLM) has
amended its wilderness
inventory for the California
Desert Conservation Area,
as the result of protests by
the American Motorcycle
Association and other pri-
marily motorized recrea-
tion ‘groups.

Five inventory units (145,
159, 184, 184A, and 184B)
have been altered.

Area 145 includes the
Amargosa River Valley,
Resting Spring Range and
Eagle Mountain. Largely
because of the complaints
of off-road vehicle enthu-
siasts, 5,000 acres of WSA
(the northeast corner) have:
been . dropped due to
vehicular tracks and bull-
dozer prospect scrapes.

- ‘Area 159 borders on the

~BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

$242+16%

MEMBERSHIPS
$ 598+39%

ISSUES

Scodies RARE Il area and
contains deep mountains
and canyons with dense

clusters of Joshua trees,

cacti, pinyon pine and
juniper. Three roads were
added to the inventory unit
and a small portion of the
WSA was removed to
exclude developments.
Original area 184 was
divided into three separate
units (184, 184A and 184B)
due .to the presence of

dividing roads verified in.

response to a protest. The
original 12,798-acre Wilder-
nessmotudy: Area has now
beed completely dropped.
Popular with off-road ve-

hicle users, the area ranges-

from 2,500 to 6,588 feet with
deep canyons containing

.riparian - habitat, wijth pin-

yon-juniper and white fir at

$ 246753/ pyg( |cATIONS
6.1 % 4159.37
269 %

the higher elevations.

Remaining as threats to
the desert Wilderness Study
Areas are three appeals filed
by the American Motor-
cycle Association, National
Outdoor Coalition and
State Lands Commission.
The appeals seek to reduce
further or to drop 30
inventory units that the
California State BLM office
refused to change in re-
sponse to protest, and have
been filed ‘with the De-
partment .of the Interior’s
Board of Land Appeals in
Washlngton D.C. Areas
appealed include many of
the largeststudy areas, such
as the Saline:Range, Nophah
Range, Palen Valley, Chuck-
walfa Mountains, etc. The
appeal process has not been
concluded

;J.

MISC. $ 62.25 .4% .

ONFERENGE™
41193 27 °/o

FUNDRAISING
$ 59327 39%

STAFR 5.0 %
DONATIONS OFFICE go‘:ﬁgfm \
$ 5614.44 $ 221678 Sl :
: 144 %

TOTAL: $ 15389.16

DISBURSEMENTS



EE T

January-February 1980

Wilderness Record

Wilderness Wildlife

B T I T )

Th Callforma desert
contains an amazing variety
of wildlife species; although
human encroachment has
taken its toll and apparently
caused several recent ex-
tinctions. Many of the more
obscure’ desert species are
éither relics of wetter times
orare inhabitants of isolated
mountain ' ranges, which
function as evolutionary
istands.

The Inyo Mountains Sal-
amander, for example, was
once probably much more
abundant in the desert, but
presently its only suitable
‘habitat is ‘beneath rocks
adjacent to permanent
stream and seeps in shaded
canyons. This rare species is
particularly threatened by
off-road vehicle (ORV) use
of narrow canyons and by
fouling of water sources by
feral burros.

The U.S Bureau of Land
Management’s (BLM) Cal-
ifornia Desert Plan will, in
large part, -define the future
survival of desert wildlife by
determining human ac-
“tivities to be allowed in
wildlife = habitat. Without
adequate controls and
enforcement, extinction of
some specues is assured. The
need for “preservation of
large continguous tracts of

uridisturbed habitat cannot

be overemphasized:

A description of the status
of a few species and groups
can.serve as an example of
what is happening to desert
wildlife in general:

DESERT TORTOISE

Dr. ~Kristin. Berry : has
studied -the desert tortoise
extensively since 1972 and
has concluded that this
reptile is diminishing rapid-
ly in numbers throughout

the desert. Even the high-
population” density  areds

oy

support only a fraction of
historic numbers per square
mile.. Of - the remaining
high-density habitat 83
percent is in private owner-
ship. Of the high-density
area 67 percent is used by
ORYVs, reducing vegetation
and destroying individuals.
Of the tortoise’s range 90
percent is grazed by sheep
or cattle which compete
with tortoises for food and
reduce cover. Roads may
cause a “tunnel effect” and
reduce populations as tor-
toises are smashed or
kidnapped ( (tort-napped?),
the latter being a mis-
demeanor in California.
Tortoise home ranges may
encompass a square mile;
often three linear miles- of
roads occur per square mile
in tortoise territory.

The outlook for con-
tinued healthy tortoise
populations in the Calif-
ornia desert is not good.
Only the preservation of
sizeable areas of "habitat,
public lands consolidation,
the prohibition of ORV use
and the establishment, of
reasonable grazing levels can
change this gloomy pro-
spect. Suitable areasinclude
Chemehuevi and Ivanpah
Valleys in the East Mojave
and. Stoddard Valley in the
West Mojave. Such pre-
serves would benefit other
low-desert wildlife as well,
including the desert kit fox,
coyote, chuckwalla, wide-
winder rattlesnake, and a
variety of other birds,
reptiles, rodents, etc.

A “Desert Tortoise Nat-
ural Area” has been es-
tablished in the Fremont
Valley and private land
acquisition is continuing
with the assistance of many
organizations and
duals..

indivi-

. — | e

MAGIC GECKO

The “Magic gecko” (An-
arbylus switaki), so named
because of its surprising
discovery in California in
1976, was first discovered in
Baja in 1974. This lizard is
part of a group of species
called the “peninsular
herpetofauna” which in-
habit the Peninsular Ranges
extending from Baja Calif-
ornia north to Palm Springs.

Other members of this
group, include the red
diamondback rattlesnake,

banded rock lizard, granite
spring lizard and granite
night lizard. Most are
associated with granite
boulder outcrops.

Although very secretive:

and inhabiting rugged
terrain, the magic gecko is
not safe. Reptile collectors,
both commercial and am-
ateur, have turned literally
every stone and pried apart
every rock slab on some
hilisides in  San Diego
County, permanently de-

stroying the-lizard’s habitat. .

High black market prices for
protected western reptiles
are also' *an incentive.
Protection : is hindered
because so Jittle is known

about the gecko’s biology .

and requirements.
DESERT BIGHORN

It" is clear that, bighorn
shebp populations have
declined in almost all parts
of the California desert over
the: last fifty years. As of a
1972 study, bighorn. had
been extirpated from 16
forrger desert mountain
ranggs, declined in 17
ranges, and were transient
in 24.other ranges, at least

six of which had supported-

permznéent populations in
the past. No more'than eight

viable populations remain- -

Page 3

Endangered
Desert Dwellers

by Dennis Coules

ed, and only 18 ranges had
permanent populations that
appeared to be holding
their own against eéxter-
mination.

Since 1972 the situation
has deteriorated. Even the
most stable population—60

individuals in the Last Chance
Range—are threatened by a
proposed road which would
cut their territory in half.

Stable plant communities
are.necessary for survival of
the bighorn; the sheep are
not adapted to conditions
on disturbed lands: Mi-
gration corridors must
remain free of obstructions
(such as roads), since
solitude seems to be a basic
requirement of the herd.

Another negative factor
in the bighorns’ struggle for
survival, in addition to the
decline in suitable un-
developed habitat, is the
effect of expanding burro
populations and overgraz-
ing by livestock. Feral
burros inhabit 39 percent of
the remaining bighorn
habitat and compete for
water, space and forage.
“Grazing allotments in the
BLM’s California . Desert
Conservation Area cover 27
percent of the bighorn

" habitat. .Competition be-
tween cattle ‘and bighorn
has been reported in the
Kingston, Clark and Nopali
Mountains, and cattle use of
the Last Chance Spring in

the Last Chance Mountains ~

has deteriorated the water

source and reduced big-

horn use.
Unless the California
Desert Plan provides for

habitat preservation (such;

as wilderness recommen-
dation for remaining ranges),
removal of feral burros, and
reduction of grazing and
water source fouling by
livestock in the remaining
‘bighorn ranges, this charac-
teristic desert inhabitant
may slowly decline into
oblivion.
EXTINCT FROG AND A FISH
The San Felipe leopard
frog was first discovered in
the 1950s, at which time it
was considered an unusual
population of the leopard
frog .species that ranges
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PURPOSES : OF * FHE
CALIFORNIA WILDERNESS
COALITION

. . . to promote throughout
the State of California the
preservation of wild lands as
d esignated
wilderness areas by carrying
on an educational program
concerning the value of
wilderness and how it may
best be preserved in the
public interest by making
and encouraging. scienti-
fic studies concerning
wilderness, and by enlisting
public interest and coopera-
tion in protecting existing or
potential wilderness areas.

throughout North America.
By the time biologists
realized that this frog was
actually a distinct species,
with its closest relative living
in Guatemala, no more
frogs- could be found.
introduced bullfrogs had
destroyed the lower Colo-
rado River populations ‘and
most waters of. former
habitats in the Salton Sink
had become too salty. Only
two springs in San Sebastian
Marsh, near the southwest
corner of the Salton Sea, are
fresh enough for egg
development. But this spe-
cies may already be extinct.

San Sebastian Marsh and
the San Felipe Creek drain-
age also harbor the desert
pupfish, which has been
proposed for federal en-
dangered listing. In a 1978-
79 survey of all potential
desert pupfish habitats, only
5 percent of the fish found
in samples were pupfish. all

of - the rest were of 13
different exotic species such
as the sailfin molly, released
by tropical fish fanciers, and
Tilapia. These introduced
fishk compete with pupfish
and prey on them. Thus, the
most stable pupfish popu-
lations are now confined to
San Sebastian Marsh, where
exotic fish populations are
relatively low. Land owner-
ship of the creek and marsh
is 50 percent public (BLM)
and 50 percent private. A

provisions for these and
other creatures if they are to
survive.

Minimum requirements
for the public lands are:

~ 1. preserve remaining
‘large, isolated, undevel-
oped areas, particularly

bighorn ranges, as wilder-
ness (water developments
for wildlife may: be permitted
in legislated wilderness
areas);

2. consolidate public
holdings in low elevation
areas that support high
tortoise populations and
eliminate ORV use, grazing,
and development;

"3. eliminaté or greatly
reduce feral burro pop-
ulations throughout the
desert and limit the spread
of other introduced ver-
tebrates (i.e. fish) and
weeds;

4. eliminate overgrazing
by livestock through the
establishment of more

reasonable grazing allot-
ments; ;

5. prohibit fecreatlonal
vehicle.use off roads except
in a few designated areas of
low biofdgical significance;

6. .allow neither yucca
hafvestlng {which greatly
reduced bird habitats) nor

« chaining nor other vege-

Zation- -type conversions;

* 7. designate habitats of
rfare, threatened, or en-
flangered species, or habi-
tats with high densities and

single landowner planning ; 'diversity of more common

to sink wells for irrigation-
may deplete groundwater
supphesaand p0551bly- dry up
the marsh. "

Other-rare or endangered
fish-in the California desert,

'mcludlng other. species of

plpfish, are presentiy in iess
immediate danger than the
desert pupfish, but require,
careful, close monitoring.
OTHER WILDLIFE
Numerous other animals
in the Califorria desert are
threatened - reptiles such
as the Coachella Valley
fringe-toed lizard and flat-
tailed horned -lizard, birds
including the prairie falcon,
mammals like the Mojave
ground squirrel and moun-
tain lion—all have a ques-
tionable or unknown future
in the desert. The California
Desert Plan must make

forms as Areas of Critical
Environmental Concern
{ACEC), to be managed in
ways totally consistent with
wildlife perpetuation.

. To ensure that all aspects
of the Califernia Desert Plan
are consistent with these
goals, concerned persons
must participate in the
‘public review of the Plan.
Public review is scheduled
to extend for 3 months after
the Plan’s release on Feb-
ruary 15, 198. To receive a
copy of the California
Desert Plan, write to:
California Desert Plari, P.O.
Box 5555, Riverside, CA
92717 (see related article in
_this issue). Also write to the
California Wilderness Coa-
lition, P.O. Box 429, Davis,
CA 95616, to be placed on
our Desert Plan Alert list.
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Government agency ac-
tions are currently affecting
the management or status
of three rivers in California.
The North (Main) Fork of
the Kern River is ‘under-
going a Wild and Scenic
Rivery Study by Sequoia
National Forest. In addition,
the Salmon and Scott Rivers
are the subjects of separate
Waterway Management Plans
released by the California
Department of Fish and
Game. These plans were
first proposed in 1976 and
1977 respectively, and have
now been revised.

KERN RIVER

The Kern River has its
headwaters at over 13,000
feet in Sequoia National
Park and drops to 2,600 feet
before entering Isabella
Reservoir. The Kern is the
southernmost river in the
Sierra Nevada, and is the
only Sierra river that flows
from north to south. In-
cluded in the watershed are
Sequoia National Park, Gold-
en Trout Wilderness, and
both roadless and devel-
oped lands of Sequoia Na-
tional Forest.

The North Fork Kern River
(74 miles from its source to
Isabella Reservoir) was

—— ——
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mandated for Wild and
Scenic River study in Rep.
Phil Burton’s (D-CA) omni-
bus parks bill of 1978. The
study is scheduled for
completion by 1982. A
booklet describing the river
and explaining the river
study process is available
from Sequoia National
Forest, 900 W. Grand Ave.,
Porterville, CA 93257.
Comments are solicited
from the public on issues to
be considered in the plan-
ning by March 7, 1980.
Citizen participation is
important because the final
study will make recom-
mendations to Congress
concerning the suitability of
the river for legislative
classification as a Wild and
Scenic River.

SCOTT RIVER

The Scott Riveris found in
Siskiyou County, near the
California-Oregon border,
flowing from the Scott
Mountains to its confluence
with the Klamath River near
the town of Hamburg,
California. The surrounding
region is renowned for its
beauty and for its relative
isolation, in addition to
supporting a significant
anadromous fishery. Sport

CWC Business Sponsors

Antelope Camping Equip-

Wilderness Record

Wild Rivers Update

fishing has declined in
recent years due to sedi-
mentation, the result of
road construction upstream
and low flows caused by
diversions and upstream
groundwater pumping. The
Scott River watershed main-
tains a great diversity of

wildlife, with a variety of .

habitat types, willow-alder-
wild grape riparian. The
southern bald eagle and
peregrin falcon are two
endangered species some-
times found in the region.

The Scott River became a
component of the State
Wild and Scenic River
‘System in 1972. The ob-
jectives of the Scott River
Waterway-Management Plan
are to maintain the free-
flowing character, to pro-
tect and enhance the water
quality, to preserve the
scenic character, to protect
and enhance fish and
wildlife, to provide recrea-
tion, and to provide for
development and use of
natural resources consistent
with protection. The Scott
River planning area in-
cludes 73 square miles and
only that area where actions
could result-in a direct and
immediate detrimental im-
pact on the river. The Plan
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Like any political
organization, California
Wilderness ; Coalition ment Mfg. %O-A
depends- on sponsorshlp 21740- Granada Ave.

and support. The organiza-
tion is grateful to the follow-
ing businesses that have
been able to see beyond just
selling their products to the
great need to preserve the
wilderness in which their
products are used.

The Smilie Company
575 Howard St.

San Francisco, CA 94105
415-421-2459

Echo, The Wilderness Com-
pany

6505 Telegraph: Ave.
Oakland, CA 94609

(415) 658-5075

Wilderness Press
2440 Bancroft Way
Berkeley, CA 94704
(415) 843-8080
Mammoth Maintenance
Service

P.O. Box 155

Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546
(714) 934-8616

The Naturalist
219 E Street
Davis, CA 95616
(916) 758-2323

Ski Hut
1615 University Ave.
Berkeley, CA 94704

Wildflower Farms Native
Plant Nursery

1831 Terrace Place
Delano, CA 93215

The North Face

Cupertino, CA 95014
(408) 253-1913

Solano Ski Sport
1215 Tabor Ave.
Fairfield, CA 94533
(707) 422-1705

New World Outfitters
1055 Market St.
San Francisco, CA 94103

Alpine Products, Inc.

P.O. Box 403

West Sacramento, CA 95691
(916) 372-2861 3

The Alpine Supply Co.
130 G. Street

Davis, CA 95616

(916) 756-2241

The Mountain Shop, Inc.
228 Grant Ave.

San Francisco, CA 94108
(415) 3628477

Four Seasons Sports
410 Redwood
Oakland, CA 94619

San Francisco Travel Service
728 Montgomery St.

San Francisco, CA 94111
(415) 991-6640

Daybell Nursery & Florist

" 55 N.E. Street

Porterville, CA 93257

Ace Family Hardware
4018 Rice St.
Lihue, Hawaii 96766

1234 Fifth Street
Berkeley, CA 94710

|mmnumm0mmm

mmmuuunnnmmmnnunmun-unnunnunuunuunomummnmannunnnnnn. J

includes recommendations
to a multitude of agencies
involved in management of
the region, including Kla-
math National Forest. Also
included is a recommen-
dation to include the Scott
River in the Federal Wild
and Scenic Rivers System
Written comments will be
accepted until Feb. 27, 1980
(receipt date) by the Depit.
of Fish and Game, Wild and
Scenic Rivers Program, 1416
Ninth St., Sacramento, CA
95874. Copies of the Plan are

.also available from this

address. After consideration
of public comments, the
Plan will be submitted to the
Legislature for approval.

SALMON RIVER

The Salmon River drains a
steep, mountainous water-
shed in the Klamath Moun-
tains of northern California.
Located totally within Kia-
math National Forest, the
river ranges from an ele-
vation of 9,000 feet in the
Trinity Alps to one of 500
feet at its confluence with
the Klamath River. The
watershed is primarily un-
developed and contains
numerous roadless (RARE
I1) areas, as well as the Forest
Service-proposed  Trinity
Alps Wilderness and the
Marble Mountain Wilder-
ness. The immediate vicinity
of the river is dominated by
mixed evergreen forest. The
Salmon River and its tribu-
taries are of high im-
portance for salmon and
steel head. Wooley Creek
provides critical summer
holding pools for steelhead.

The main stream of the
Salmon, as well as the South
Fork, North Fork and
Wooley Creek, was in-_

cluded in the 1972 Wild and

Scenic Rivers Act. Ob-
jectives of the Salmon River
Wayerway Management
Plan are similar to those for
the Scott River. Differences
include the goal of pre-
serving the more pristine
nature of the Salmon, a
concern for threatened and
endangered plant species
within the boundaries of the
Salmon River Plan, and a
goal to ‘“maintain . the
community setting and
lifestyle of rural isolation
and solitude within the
Salmon River area.” Noting
that logging is -the major
commercial activity in the
Salmon River Watershed,
the Plan gives recom-
mendations to minimize the
conflicts -between logging

January-February 1980

and maintenance of the
natural character of the
river environment. Poor
logging practices and road
construction are currently
contributing to a high
erosion and sedimentation
rate.

Citizens have the op-
portunity to review and
criticize the Plan, its recom-
mendations, and its clas-
sifications of river segments
as “wild”, “scenic”’, or
““recreational’’. Written
coments must be received
by February 27, 1980 by
Department of Fish and
Game, Wild and Scenic
Rivers Program, 1416 Ninth
St., Sacramento, CA 95874,
Also contact them for
copies of the Plan.

BLM State

areas adjacent to U.S. Forest.
Service RARE Il lands in the
Kern Plateau region, Pit
River Canyon, numerous
areas in the Sierra foothills, ;
and desert areas in the
Riverside BLM District
including several adjacent
to Anza-Borrego State Park.
The BLM is now begin-
ning the wilderness study
phase of the wilderness
review. Through this pro-
cess the BLM will determine
which of the WSAs will be
recommended to Congress
as suitable for wilderness
designation and which are
unsuitable. Wilderness val-

ach WSA will be
compafed with other re-
source uses which are
incompatible with wilder-
ness designation.

The study schedule will
vary by individual district
office but must be com-
pleted by October 21, 1991.
To become involved in
district planning studies for
WSAs, contact the - BLM
district office which ad-
ministers the area. A list of
district offices, as well as
copies of the Final Wilder-
ness Inventory, are available
from the State Director,
BLM, 2800 Cottage Way,

ues of

Inventory (cont.)

Sacramento, CA 95825. Any
protests of non-WSA de-
cisions must also be ad-
dressed to the State Director.

To become more in-

volved, start your own
wilderness study on a
favorite area. Most BLM

WSAs will have no large
constituency, so your work
will be vital. Areas must be
shown to have greater
wilderness  values than
development values that are
incompatible with wilder-
ness designation. Action for _
Wilderness by Gillette (Sier-
ra Club) is a good guide for
conducting wilderness studies.

|
California Wilderness Coalition, P.O. Box 429, Davis, CA 95616 2
|
O Yes | wish to become a member of the 3
California Wilderness Coalition. ANNUAL DUES: |
Enclosed is $ for first-year Note: two dollar of annual |
membership dues. - dues supports the Wllderness |
Record 1
O Here is a special contribution of $ to help

with the Coaliticn’s work. Individual s 10l
Low-income individual 510
Patron 500 |

Non-profit organization  3p
NAME | Sponsor (business) 3 |
|
ADDRESS not tax deductible I
ZIP |
|
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YOSEMITE WILDERNESS

The final plan for Yosemite National(/—

Park finally was released on February 15,
more than two months after Director Bill
Whalen announced changes in management
from the draft plan. )

While the lack of a transportation
plan and’ the retention of resort facil-"
ities in Yosemite Valley do not please
environmentalists, improvements to the
park's wilderness proposal are lauded.

For years, conservation groups have
advocated preserving 692,447 acres of
Yosemite's backcountry as part of our
National Wilderness Preservation System.
The National Park Service first proposed
624,000 acres, and in.1972 they added
lands to make a 646,700 acre plan. Now
they are suggesting a 666,125 acre wild-
erness.

While the acreage between the con-
servation proposal and the park service
has never been great, a number of very
important areas originally not included
by the service have been at issue.

The major remaining difference
remaining between the two positions is
the elimination of Little Yosemite
Valley from the park service plan. The
park service argues that special man-
agement measures may have to be taken
here due to the heavy backpacking use
in this fragile area. Conservationists
respond that such measures may be done
within a wilderness area.

The park service proposal also does
not come down the cliff faces of Yosemite
Valley. This results in a small, detach-
ed unit of wilderness north of the road
to Glacier Point.

All additional lands proposed by
the park service for potential and actual
wilderness classification will be pra-
tected from further development. If
Ostrander ski hut and the High Sierra
camps need increased techmnological
support, they will be eliminated and
that land will be added to wilderness.
Areas that will not undergo physical
alterations as a result of the reclass-
ification are the lands south of Tamarack
Flat, the lower Illilouette Valley, the
Hetch Hetchy roadless area, the city of
San Francisco parcels, and the enclaves
on the north rim of Yosemite Valley (3
areas once proposed for new High Sierra
Camps) .

Although 72 people asked that a

IMPROVED
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ADDITION
PROPOSED ALTERATIONS

PROPOSED ADDITION TO
.mﬂmlm WILDERNESS PROPOSAL

PROPOSED ADDITION TO
POTENTIAL WILDERNESS

Wilderness Alterations

—Yosemite National Park__US Department of the Interior__

Proposed Additions to Wilderness
Yosemite National Park
(in acres)
Potential
Wilderness Wilderness
1972 Wilderness Recommendation 646,700 121
Proposed Additions
Lower Illilouette Valley 2,580
South of Tamarack Flat * 2,975
7 miles of eastern Old Tioga Road corridor 6,400
6 miles of western-old Tioga Road corridor 3,020
Hetch Hetchy roadless area 7,380
North Mountain Road corridor
(near Hetch Hetchy roadless area) - 830
3 enclaves on north rim of
Yosemite Valley 90
Baseline camp area : 790
City of San Francisco parcels 240
High Sierra camps and
Ostrander ski hut- 180
Subtotal 19,425 5,060
Total 666,125 5,181
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National Park Service__

Hetch Hetchy Reservoir be .drained, this
proposal will not affect management or
maintenance of Hetch Hetchy or the
0'Shaughnessy Dam.

Four road segments will be aban-

.doned and restored to a natural condi-

tion: 7 miles of the eastern portion
and 6 miles of the western portion of
the 0ld Tioga Road; the North Mountain
Road between Wilderness Unit 5 and

Hetch Hetchy roadless area, and the

road to the baseline camp east of
Mather. The North Mountain Road and
the eastern portion of the 0ld Tioga
Road have been closed to the public.
The road to the baseline camp will be
removed when the need to maintain the
Mather water supply ceases. The west-
ern portion of Old Tioga Road will be
closed after removal of the pavement
from some areas, and private develop-
ment will be removed before the road is
abandoned. Historically significant
drainage structures will be recorded-
before their removal or deterioration.
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RARE Il MARK-UP SCHEDULED

Action is expected on the Calif-
ornia wilderness bills now before Con-
gress. March 13 has been set as the
mark-up date on the bills by the Sub-
committee on Public Lands of the House
Committee on Interior and Insular Af-
fairs.

Two major bills are before the
Subcommittee. Hearings on these meas-
ures were held last November.

The bills represent a classic
struggle between the timber industry
and envirommentalists, with Rep. Harold
T. "Bizz" Johnson backing the develop-
ers and Rep. Phil Burton supporting the
wilderness.

Johnson's H.R. 5586, bearing the
misnomer '"California Wilderness Act of
1979," would legislatively require that
2.5 million acres of roadless areas in
the state be managed for multiple uses
other than wilderness. The only desig-
nated wilderness in the bill would be
that proposed by the Forest Service in
their final RARE II (Roadless Area Re-
view and Evaluation) décision (with
reduced acreage at Mt. Shasta).

Burton's H.R. 5578 would protect
about four times as much land as the
Johnson measure and would not require
the development of the remaining wild
lands.

At the mark-up session the Sub-
committee members will cover the many
proposed wilderness areas one-by-one,
drawing specific boundaries where the
RARE II boundary requires compromise.
Examples of expected boundary adjust-
ments are San Joaquin and Sheep Mtn.
where downhill ski interests have
lobbied hard for exclusions from wild-

erness.

' After the mark-up is completed
the new bill will be considered by the
full Interior Committee before going
to the House floor for a vote by the
entire House of Representatives. A
similiar path will be followed in the
Senate.

In other Congressional action,

COWHEAD—

the Subcommittee on Public Lands passed
on a 9-7 vote a strong environmental -

- wilderness bill for central Idaho. A
competing bill that included release
language for wild lands did not pass.

H.R. 6070, the Foley nationwide
release bill, is expected to undergo
hearings in March before Foley s Agri-
culture Committees

MASSACRE:

A PLACE, NOT AN EVENT

The Bureau of Land Management
has released a Draft Environmental
Impact Statement for the Cowhead-
Massacre Planning Unit on the Susan-
ville District. This environmental
statement examines impacts of a pro-
posed action and eight grazing man-
agement alternatives that would affect
1,094,000 acres of land in north-
western Nevada and northeastern Calif-
ornia, 769,000 acres of which are
public lands.

The planning unit name is derived
from local place names. Massacre Lake

was named for an alleged Indian killing

of white settlers.

The area is domlnated by sage-"
brush vegetative communities. Most of
the area is in poor to fair ecological
range condition. Environmental sensi-

tive types such as aspen stands, meadows,

riparian areas, wetlands, and browse
stands are in poor condition.
range condition is stable except on
environmentally sensitive areas, where
trend is downward. :

BLM Desert Wilderness

cont. from front page
by horses and burros.

Much of the battle over the Desert
Plan will be over the amount of wilder-
ness recommended. As seen by Table W-2,
proposed wilderness varies from 20% of
the CDCA in the Protection Alternative
to only 27 in the Use Alternative. The
Balanced Plan calls for a modest 7%.

A 90-day public comment ﬁeriod will
run to May 15, 1980. During this period
public responses will be accepted by a
number of means. Among these are: use
of the work book provided with the Planj;
letters commenting on the plan alterna-
tives or environmental impact statement;
use of the toll-free lines to make
inquiries and phone in comments; and
twelve public meetings in different
locations to hear and record comments.

Action!

-—REQUEST a copy of the Desert Plan

(which includes a copy of the work book)

by writing to: BLM Desert Plamn, P.O.
Box 555, Riverside, CA 92517 or call

Trend in

Wildlife is highly diverse,
including deer, antelope, sage grouse,
chukar, nongame birds, and numerous
raptor nesting sites.
habitat are generally degraded and in
poor condition with downward trends.

Over 20,000 archaeological sites
have been predicted. There are 40
known cultural resources of Natlonal
Register quality.

Recreational use centers around
wildlife and archaeological values.

Over 34,000 visitor days occur annually,
including sightseeing, rockhounding, and

hunting.

The area is rancher/farmer domina-
ted. Cedarville is the nearest social
and economic center with a population
of about 750.

Only four wilderness study areas
have survived the intensive wilderness
inventory. The only one in California
is a cluster of small BLM parcels
adjacent to the existing South Warner
Wilderness.

Another potential wildermess is
adjacent to the Sheldon Antelope Refuge
which has proposed wilderness areas.

The other two roadless areas are
in the High Rock Canyon area. This
is a large, undisturbed natural area
where human activity is limited and
transient. Miles of rugged, high,
vertical canyon walls, numerous un-
disturbed side canyons, high frequency
of raptor nesting, diversity of wild-

Fish and wildlife

BIM's toll free number, (803) 442-4946.

—-WRITE or CALL the California Wilderness
Coalition, P.0O. Box 429, Davis, CA 95616,
(916) 758-0380, to receive information
and alerts that will help you to write
your comments to BLM.

——ATTEND the Desert Plan Conference
March 22-23 at the Raincross Convention
Center, Riverside. Saturday will feature
speakers sessions with a field trip on
Sunday. $10.00 for registration may be
sent to Sierra Club, 541 Prospect St.,
Highgrove, CA 92507.

life, numerous archaeological sites,
and excellent opportunities for hiking,
exploration, and wildlife observation
enhance the area's wilderness values.

* Well-preserved remnants of the
historic Lassen/Applegate Emigrant
Trail are found in the canyon. Captain
John Charles Fremont travelled
through the canyon on his epic
exploration of western America in
1843-1845.

Comments on the draft statement
will be accepted until April 15th.

Table W-2
COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF THE ALTERNATIVES
Protection Balanced Use
Alternative Alternative Alternative
Acres Percent of Percent Acres Percent of Percent Acres Percent of Percent
(000,000} | Public Lands? | of CDCAP | (000,000) | Public Lands® | of cDCAP | (000,000) | Public Lands?® | of CDCAP
Wilderness Study
Areas (WSA) . 5.7 47 22 5.7 47 22 5.7 47 22
Areas Recommended
as SuitableC 52 43 20 1.8 15 7 .6 5 2
' Areas Recommended
as Nonsuitable 5 4 2 3.9 32 15 5.1 42 20

bThere are 25.6 million acres in the entire CDCA.

@There are 12.1 million acres of BLM-managed lands within the CDCA.

CThere are 2,630,000 acres of wilderness designated or administratively
approved within the CDCA on lands managed by the National Park Service or the
State of California. These wilderness areas represent 10% of the CDCA.
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-High Country News

Most endangered plant — clay-loving

Most endangered reptile — Kemps Rid-
phacelia of Utah County, Utah.

Most endangered insect — the lotis blue
Most endangered birds — the dusky sea-
side sparrow of Cape Canaveral, Fla., and
the Kauai-oo of the Hawaiian Islands.
Most endangered amphibian — the
Houston toad of southeastern Texas.
ley sea turtle of the Carribean, Gulf and
the Atlantic.

Most endangered mollusk — the bird-
hitterfly of Mendocino, Calif.

wing pearly mussel of the Tennessee

Most endangered fish —the snail darter
River.

of the Little Tennessee River.

Agency dubs 10 ‘least likely to succeed’
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