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Spotted owl flying low

Days after listing
the owl as a
threatened species,
the administration
refuses to imple-
ment a scientific
committee's
protection strateoy
and aims to
weaken the
Endangered Species
Act itself

By Stephanie Mandel

Hopes and fears for the fate of the
northern spotted owl were raised to new
heights in late June.

The administration says it will seek legislatlon to prevent legal challenges
of timber sales In spotted owl| habitat.

Drawing courtesy of U.S. Forest Service

The ancient forest creature was desig-
nated a threatened species, kicking into effect federal
protection of its habitat. But less than a week later federal
agencies refused to implement the owl conservation
recommendations of their own interagency scientific
committee (known as the Jack Ward Thomas Committee,
after its Chair).

“Biology has taken a back seat, probably in the
trunk,” said Dan Taylor of the National Audubon Society.
“The Administration is relying on wishful thinking for
this beleaguered species.”

Insteéad of the Thomas Committee plan, a “high
level” interagency task force will develop over the next
two months a management plan for owls on Forest
Service lands. The task force will consult Congressional
representatives and Governors of the affected states, in
line with a mandate to preserve timber industry jobs as
well as the owl.

The interagency task force will also propose changes
in the National Forest Management Act and Endangered
Species Act by September 1. The Endangered Species Act
already allows a rarely used Cabinet-level appeals com-

mittee to override its protections in deference to eco-
nomic andsocial impacts. The administration said it may
seek to broaden the powers of this Endangered Species
Committee, which is informally called the “God squad.”

“We read this decision as a repudiation of long-
standing law, sound science, and professional land
management,” Wilderness Society President George
Frampton said in a UPI story.

Environmentalists oppose changes in the nation’s
environmental laws, and many believe that the agencies
should adopt the Thomas plan in its entirety. Lynn Ryan
of the California Ancient Forest Alliance points out that
the number of owlsis expected todecrease even under the
Thomas plan. “Anything less is unacceptable,” said
Ryan.

David Edelson of the National Resources Defense
Council (NRDC) is concerned that logging within the
Thomas plan’s recommended owl habitat conservation
areas (HCAs) will go forward in the absence of an interim
plan.

Chris Bowen of the Forest Service’s California re-

gional office denied this intent, saying that “in the
meantime, we’re staying away from and protecting both
spotted owl habitat areas (SOHAs) and HCAs.”
However, the status of 1990 timber sales was unclear
in an Interior Department press release, which read that
“Yuetter [Secretary of Agriculture Clayton] and Lujan

'[Secretary of Interior Manual] pledged that the FS, BLM,

and FWS [Fish and Wildlife Service] would expedite
timber sales pursuant to the ESA [Endangered Species Act]
process. This action will assist FS and BLM to minimize
the delay of timber sales and be consistent in achieving
the Congressionally mandated level of timber for this
fiscal year.”

The administration said it will seek to convene the
Endangered Species Committee to review timber sale that
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service says is out of concor-
dance with saving the spotted owl. -

Planners with California’s Shasta-Trinity and Kla-
math national forests, where spotted owls live, judged
thatif the Thomas plan were implemented the volume of
timber available for cutting would be reduced to a signifi-
cantdegree. Infact, the Shasta-Trinity is beginning major
revisions in its draft forest plan, which was released in
March, in the wake of the owl listing.

Planning staff officer John Kruse estimated that 42
percent of the allowable sale program for the Shasta-T.
would have to be dropped if the Thomas plan were
adopted in its entirety.

The Interior Department’s press release also told of
the administration’s intent to propose legislation that
would prevent future court challenges of their logging
plans. Lawmakers, however, were skeptical that such
legislation would pass this fiscal year.
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CWC members camping in the Snow Mtn.
wilderness. Photo by Jim Eaton
Correction:

The photo caption on page 4 of the June Wilderness
Record was incorrect. Instead of the view from Mt. Ericsson
looking south toward the Kern headwaters, the photo
showed the view from Mt. Ericsson looking north toward
Deerhorn Mtn., in the Sequoia-Kings Canyon National
Park wilderness. ‘

Apologies to photographer Pete Yamagata.

Wilderness 'primer, part IV:
Dos and Don'ts

According to the Wilderness Act of 1964, lands placed
by Congress in the National Wilderness Preservation Sys-
tem are to be used for public purposes: recreational,
scenic, scientific, educational, conservation, and histori-
cal uses. The Act also specifically prohibits and allows
certain uses:

DOS
e commercial services- ...“may be performed...to the ex-
tent necessary for activities which are proper for realizing
therecreational or other wilderness purposes of the areas.”
Outfitters and guides fit in here.

* packstock: horses, mules, and llamas
e hiking and backpacking

e mining- Mining claims made before 1984 may be devel-
oped in perpetuity (see the February 1990 WR for an article
on mining law and wilderness).

¢ livestock grazing- Grazing, where established prior to the
establishment of a wilderness area, is permitted to con-
tinue “subject to such reasonable regulations as are
deemed necessary by the Secretary of Agriculture.”

DON'TS

e permanent roads- Except owners of private land within
wilderness area boundaries are'allowed access, which may
mean by way of road, to their property.

e temporary roads

» use of motor vehicles or motorized equipment
¢ any other form of mechanical transport

e structures or installations

¢ landing of aircraft or motorboats- Under “Special Provi-
sions,” Section 4.(d)(1) of the Wilderness Act, use of
aircraft or motorboats, “where these uses have already
become established, may be permitted [emphasis added]
to continue subject to such restrictions as the Secretary of
Agriculture deems desireable." In California, airstrips are
found in the Golden Trout Wilderness but are being
phased out.

All of these don'ts are subject to the caveat: “except as
necessary to meet minimum requirements for the admini-

~ stration of the area for the purpose of this Act (including

measures required in emergencies involving the health
and safety of persons within the area).” Helicopters, for
example, frequently are used to evacuate injured people.

The agencies differ in their interpretation of “mini-
mum requirements” for administration. The National
Park Service has allowed the use of helicopters and chain-
saws more casually than has the Forest Service. While
conducting an acid rain study, for example, the Forest
Service required researchers to pack their equipment in on
stock while the Park Service allowed the use of helicopters.

-l
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Wilderness proposals

BLM steps up attack on proposed
Soda Mtn. wilderness

By Mark Prevost

Despite its own better judgement, the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) has increased its attack on the Soda
Mountain wilderness area. Plans have been laid to in-
crease grazing, carry out two timber sales (scheduled for
1991), and build a road through the heart of the Soda
Mountain Wilderness Council’s (SMWC) proposed wil-
derness area. Each of these activities by themselves are a
threat. Collectively they are devastating.

Some BLM resource specialists have expressed con-
cern about these threats. Unfortunately, their concerns—
and the wilderness proposal—are feeling the brunt of
forces thatreach beyond local control. This does not mean
that local decision-makers cannot prevent or mitigate
these attacks, only that they are under pressure not to do
sO.

For example, in September 1989 Senator Mark Hat-
field of Oregon managed to abuse the legislative process by
attaching a timber cutting amendment, or rider, on an-
other non-related bill. This rider mandated a fiscal year
1990 harvest level for Oregon and Washington of around
3.5 billion board feet and limited judicial review of all
sales. Senator Hatfield tried to eliminate all judicial review
but failed in his attempt. The rider also dictated that the
Forest Service and BLM must cut the full amount. In so
doing, Senator Hatfield forced local land'managers to plan
timber sales in areas where they should not be cutting. The
two sales within the Soda Mountain wilderness are a direct
result of his rider. SMWC is now working to mobilize
community support to force BLM to drop these sales.

In another turn of events, SMWC found itself side by
side with BLM in a fight against two ranchers who are

pushing for an increase in grazing within the Soda Moun-

tain Allotment. SMWC and BLM employees are ada-
mantly opposed to this increase because the area already
has been excessively damaged by grazing. :

Originally, BLM ruled against the cattlemen’s request,
but the Interior Board of Land Appeals (IBLA) overturned
this decision. Now BLM’s Oregon State Director, Dean
Bibles, has signed an appeal to IBLA, opposing its decision.
SMWC and another rancher have joined BLM in this
appeal, and are currently awaiting a decision.

In the meantime, the cattlemen have raised support
for their side from the National, Oregon, and California
Cattlemen'’s Associations and the Pacific Legal Founda-
tion of California. Additionally, they have received help
from the Rocky Mountain Legal Foundation (of James
Watt infamy). The ranchers feel if they win this struggle
it will set a precedent for increased grazing across

"Senator Hatfield forced local land manag-
ers to plan timber sales in areas where they
should not be cutting. The two sales within the
Soda Mtn. wilderness are a direct result of his
rider."

the entire west. In the meantime SMWC is searching for
its own legal counsel.

Despite these other threats, the most immediate
threat to the Soda Mtn. wilderness is BLM’s proposed
“improvement” of an old fire access trail into a fire access
road. This road could devastate the continuity of the
larger wilderness proposal. Actually, BLM is planning the

road work under pressure from the Oregon State Depart-
ment of Forestry (OSDF). OSDF has responsibility for all
fires on private, state, and BLM lands and wants BLM to
upgrade the road or accept liability. SMWC is opposed to
the road because it would have major impacts on critical
big game and non-game wildlife habitats and would not
aid in preventing fire damage. The trail lies at the bottom
of steep drainages where it would be of little use in fighting

a catastrophic fire. Such a fire would have to be fought
from ridgetops, where road access already exists. There is
also a fire lookout at the top of the drainage and a fire
retardant air tanker base less than 20 miles away. Besides,
BLM has conducted test burns in the area and has deter-
mined that the vegetation does not tend to burn readily.
BLM knows that these plants form a “fire dependent com-
munity” which would benefit from low-intensity burns.

Even though BLM employees

know and agree with these facts,
nonetheless they feel compelled to
honor OSDF’s demands. They
plan to make a decision on this
issue within the next month.
SMWC requests your help.
You can greatly influence deci-
sions simply by writing a letter.
The letter should state that you are
adamantly opposed to the
planned Skoheim Road “improve-
ment” and adamantly opposed to
the Hutton Creek and Rosebud
Prairie timber sales. You should
mention that you support the area
being managed as an Area of Criti-
cal Environmental Concern
(ACEC) and SMWC'’s 32,000-acre
wilderness proposal. Send your
letters to David Jones, District
Manager, BLM, 3040 Biddle Road,
Medford, Oregon, 97504.

The Soda Mtn. Wilderness Councll objects to BLM's plan to "improve" the
Skoheim jeep trail, which cuts into thelr 32,000-acre wilderness proposal.

Mark Prevost is Chair of the
Soda Mountain Wilderness
Council.

Photo by Mark Prevost

Salvage sale appeal stops
roadless area logging—for now

Fire salvage logging in roadless ancient forests in ‘the
Eldorado National Forest was temporarily stopped on June
13 when Deputy Regional Forester David M. Jay issued
“Stay” of parts of the Pacific salvage sale. y

The stay, requested as part of an appeal filed by the
California Wilderness Coalition, Forest Issues Task Force,
Friends of the River, and California Sportfishing Protec-
tion Alliance, prevents the awarding of sale contracts until
the appeal is decided. In the appeal, the environmental
groups have asked the Forest Service to .complete an
Environmental Impact Statement on the huge sale to
determine the impacts it may have on the ecology of the
forest.

The roadless areas involved are the Pyramid and
Poison Hole. These areas adjacent to the western bound-
ary of Desolation Wilderness include the western flanks of
the Crystal Range. The appellants are proposing they be
added to the wilderness.

Jay also excluded from salvage sales areas within a
quarter of a mile of potential Wild & Scenic rivers—the
Upper Rubicon, South Fork of the Rubicon, and the South
Fork of the American.

David Tecklin of the Forest Issues Task Force called the-
stay decision “reasonable,” but was concerned that an-
cient forest stands outside the roadless areas might be
logged before the appeal decision is made.

Appeal filed In defense of
Rubicon roadless area

A second appeal of salvage sales in the Eldorado
National Forest was filed by the same four environmental
groups,who are protesting a sale that includes portions of
the Rubicon roadless area. The appeal asks that the sale’s
environmental analysis be modified to allow use of only
existing roads and skid trails and include an inventory of
ancient forest, watershed analysis, and other additional
documentation. .
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Ancient Forests

Ancient forest reserves
proposed for 100 species

“The spotted owl is almost certainly just the tip of the iceberg. There are probably dozens of other [old-growth
forest] species just as threatened as the owl.” — Dr. Jerry Franklin, Forest Service scientist

The spotted owl is not the only creature that relies on
ancient forests for its home. More than 100 species find
their best habitat there. For this reason, the California
Ancient Forest Alliance is working to create an Ancient
Forest Reserve System on public lands in Califoria, Ore-
gon, and Washington.

Support for the Ancient Forest Protection Act, H.R.
4492, isbuilding. This legislation introduced by Represen-
tative Jim Jontz is cosponsored by 100 House members.
The bill, developed with a great deal of input from conser-
vation groups, offers the first attempt to define a process

for permanently protecting-ancient forests. Congress
would determine areas of ancient forest deserving protec-
tion and these stands would be protected while the process
is underway. )

Ancient forest protection is also being promoted
within Congress by a “Dear Colleague” letter being circu-
lated by Rep. David Bonior (D-MI) and Rep. Claudine Sch-
neider (R-RI). The letter calls for substantial reductions in
logging levels, permanent protection for ancient forests,
curbs on log exports, and protection of habitat for rare old-
growth-dependent wildlife.

Initiating
better forestry

Privately-owned old growth  forests will

Wilderness and Roadless Areas that overlap proposed
northern spotted owl Habitat Conservation Areas*:

! Mendocino Klamath Shasta-Trinity Six Rivers BIM

probably never be protected as wilderness. In
fact, most of them have already been logged. YollaBollyW . . . . Marble Mtn. W Chancheulla W. Siskiyou W. King Range WSA
Why are they important to wilderness? Elk Creek RA " Red Buttes W. Trinity Alps W. Yolla Bolly W. Eden WSA

Approximately 11,000 square miles of pri- Thatcher RA Trinity Alps W. Chancheulla RA Smith River RA Thatcher WSA
vate forest lands in California are neighbors to Snow Mtn. RA indian Creek RA Dog Creek RA Siskiyou RA Red Mtn. WSA
public wilderness and roadless areas. As CWC Skeleton Glade RA Kangaroo RA Pattison RA Mt. Lassic RA South Fork Eel WSA
President Steve Evans puts it, they “protect the Black Butte RA Siskiyou RA Mt. Shasta RA Cahto WSA
integrity of the forest ecosystem on both public Thomes Creek RA Tom Martin RA’ South Fork Mt. RA . NPS State
and private lands.” Orleans Mtn. RA East Girard RA

The Ancient Forest and Wildlife Protection W = Wilderness Area plus 7 RAs adjacent to  West Girard RA Point Reyes Sinkyone
initiative, also known as the Forests Forever ini- RA = Roadless Area - the Marble Mtn. W plus 4 RAs adjacentto  Redwood Humboldt

tiative, would reform forestry practices on the
state’s private lands, which are now regulated by
the California Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection.

Also on the November ballot is an initiative

WSA = Wilderness Study Area Prairie Creek

Trinity Alps W

* as drawn by the Interagency Scientific Committee to Address the Conservation of the Northern Spotted Ow/

sponsored by the Timber Asso-

ciation of California,-known by
environmentalists as “Big
Stump.” Lucy Blake of the.Cali-
fornia League of Conservation
Voters opposes this measure,
saying: “Big Stump represents an
underhanded move by the tim-
ber industry to confuse Califor-
nia voters. The proposal is a
special interest smoke screen
designed to fool the electorate
into believing that the timber
industry is capable of regulating
itself.” .

Confusion _may be created
by Big Stump’s title—the
“Global Warming and Clearcut-
ting Reduction, Wildlife Protec-
tion and Reforestation Act,”
unless voters pay close attention
to names at the ballot.

COMPARE:

CLEARCUTTING

LONG TERM
TIMBER
MANAGEMENT

ACQUISITION

WILDLIFE

For more information,
write to the Forests Forever
headquarters at 106 West Stan-
dley, Ukiah, CA 95982 or call
(707) 462-2370.

Forests Forever initiative

Provides a straightforward definition of clearcutting and
bans the practice (with few exceptions) in California.

Requires the Board of Forestry to enforce specified sus-
tained yield standards. Sustained yield is the practice of
selectively harvesting trees to ensure that a forest has a
constant cover of young and maturing trees. The sustained
yield program is designed to protect the environment while
achieving a stable, long-term timber economy.

Requires purchase of the “Headwaters Forest” in Hum-
boldt County, the world’s largest unprotected redwood for-
‘est, and other ancient forests throughout California. Also
provides $710 million in bonds for the acquisition of ancient
forests.

In addition to providing funds for the acquisition and
protection of ancient forests which are critical habitat for
numerous.endangered wildlife species, the FF initiative also
requires all state approved Timber Management Plans to
include any énvironmental protection measures recom-
mended by the Department of Fish and Game.

Big Stump Initiative

Restricts clearcutting in California but establishes an
ambiguous definition of the practice which creates a
loophole that will be exploited by the timber industry.

Does not contain any.provisions requiring sustained
yield forestry.

Does not require the purchase of any forest lands.
Provides no money for the acquisition of ancient forest
land. .

Requires only a “study” of wildlife impacts. Sets no
standards for wildlife protection. Re-enacts old laws
allowing lumber companies to “explain and justify” any
violations of existing standards, a procedure which the
lumber companies have consistently abused in the past.

Courtesy of the California League of Consérvation Voters.
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By Jim Eaton

The Backpackers' Prayer:

“We thank thee, Lord, that by your grace thou brought

us to this lovely place, and now, dear Lord, we humbly pray
thou wilt all others kept away.”

In commenting on the environmental impact state-
ment (EIS) for the Mt. Shasta Wilderness Plan, the Califor-
nia Wilderness Coalition questioned the use of visitor
solitude as the driving force behind the Forest Service’s
management strategy for the mountain. The following are
excerpts from the Coalition’s 19-page statement (with 38
references): .

The California Wilderness Coalition-recognizes the
wilderness management problems and issues faced by the
U.S. Forest Service at Mt. Shasta. We believe that anumber

of the proposed actions have merit and should be imple-
mented immediately.

The basic concern of the California Wilderness Coali-
tion with this document is the institution of a mandatory
quota system based on a requirement for visitor solitude.
A second concern is that indirect methods of reducing
visitor impacts to the Mt. Shasta Wilderness are not being
implemented prior to the installation of any quota system
(in violation of Forest Service policy). Since most of the EIS
depends upon the selection of an alternative which is tied
to a quota system based on visitor solitude, we find that
this document inadequately considers the environmental
impacts of visitor use and fails to offer reasonable alterna-
tives for the management of the Mt. Shasta Wilderness.

This does not imply that the California Wilderness

Aircraft flights over wilderness
prompt study of noise problem

It's a bird. It's a plane. Yes, it's a plane—a noisy
commercial jet, followed by another one, and another,
and another for six to eight hours a day over the San Mateo

Canyon Wilderness Area in the Cleveland National Forest.,
Needless to say, the continual mechanical noise over-

whelms the natural quiet of the wilderness.

Bob ‘Fraser, of the Mountain
Trails Preservation Societyin San Juan
Capistrano, has been trying to work
on the problems of airplane flights
over the San Mateo Wilderness. But
he says trying to get information from
the Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA), which determines commercial
flight paths, is like dealing with a
“blank wall.” Furthermore, there is
nothing to prohibit the weekend re-
servists from Los Alamitos Army Air
Station, near Long Beach, from using
the wilderness to practice helicopter
flights.

The San Mateo Wilderness is par-
ticularly impacted, because east-
bound flights from Los Angeles Inter-
national Airport (the second largest
in the world), and John Wayne Air-
port (soon to be the third largest,
located in Orange County), plus Long Beach Municipal
and El Toro Marine Corps Air Station are all routed right
over the wilderness area. The jets are usually throttling up
to gain altitude and are anywhere from 5,000 to 15,000
feet.

According to James Shiro, a Forest Service recreation
officer in the California regional office, the FAA has an
-advisory that planes not fly below the 2,000 foot elevation
in the wilderness. However, this is not a regulatlon or a
prohibition.

Apparently it would take an act of Congress to
strengthen the advisory in any way, as well as to get any
handle on military training use of air space over public
lands.

In 1987, partly in response to a plane crash in the
Grand Canyon, Congress passed the National Parks Over-

flights Act. The Act requires the National Park Service and
the Forest Service to conduct studies of problems with
overflights. The Forest Service part of the Studies is, ex-
pected to be completed by May 1991, while Park Servxce
studies will contintie for at least two years beyond that. Ac-
cording to an information update on the study dated Sep-

tember 1989, 49 percent of the Forest Service wilderness
managers had “identified a concern in one or-more cate-
gories of aircraft overflights.” However, the update also
said that “specifically excluded from study are overﬂlghts
associated with airports-adjacent to parks and wilderness.”

So, it is recognized that aircraft are a widespread
problem in wilderness. But where the problem is acute,
such as in the San Mateo Wilderness, solutions might be
a long time coming.

Bob Fraser lists some possible solutions, such as hav-
ing the planes fly higher, “throttling up” elsewhere, or re-
routing as the planes did when there was a forest firein the
summer of 1989. The Mountain Trails Preservation Soci-
ety is forming a people’s task force to protect wilderness
from overflights. They can be contacted at 31878 Del
Obispo, Suite 110, San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675.

Coalition is opposed to mandatory entry quotas in wilder-
ness areas. It is our position that such quotas should be
implemented only after it is shown that indirect manage-
ment methods cannot protect the wilderness and when
such quotas are based on impacts to the wilderness re-
source, not sociological impacts to recreationists. While
solitude should not be ignored in the management of a
wilderness, it should not be the driving force behind a
management strategy.

On page S-1 [also pages I-3 and II-1] of the EIS the
Forest Service states that the prescribed objective ‘in
managing wilderness is to provide an outstanding oppor-
tunity for solitude and a primitive quality of recreation
experience. This is a misinterpretation of the Wilderness
Act of 1964 which includes as part of the definition of
wilderness that an area “has outstanding opportunities for
solitude or a primitive and unconfined type recreation
[emphasis added].”

“There is no question that overuse in certain spots is
an emerging characteristic of wilderness use. Trailhead
entrances, major trail corridors, scenic spots, and logical
campsites are particularly susceptible to impact. Control-
ling theimpact of localized overuse is amajor challenge for
wilderness management. However, some managers seem
too quick to seize on the idea of restricting use, turning
people away, when there are other management measures

t their di ;
at thetridisposat continued on page 7

Legislation

Clean Air Act may
clear up
wilderness vistas

When a would-be broad and breathtaking wilderness
view that you got blisters hiking to is obscured by man-
made haze, it’s disappointing.

But the haze situation in national parks and wilder-
ness areas may be improved by the Clean Air Act, which is

‘expected to emerge from Congress this year, perhaps even

this summer.

A House-Senate conference committee is currently
forming to iron out the differences in bills passed by the
two legislative bodies. The Sierra Club supports the House
version, and hopes that Western Senators Alan Simpson
(R-WY) and Max Baucus (D-MT) can be persuaded to
support its stronger language.

The version of the Act passed by the Hotise would
requite the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to
issue regulations to reduce the haze in national parks and
wilderness areas in the western U.S. Theregulations would
be due within two years, and a perceptible improvement
would be required every five years. The House bill also
requires a study of large uncontrolled SO, producers
within 100 miles of these areas in the western states and
gives EPA the authority to control these polluters if they
contribute to visibility problems.

The Senate bill would require a study of thevisibility
problem and establish transport regions and commissions
to recommend control measures. It also requires reason-
able further progress towards better visibility in the Grand
Canyon. .
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Wilderness visitor regulations

Specific wilderness regulations vary widely from na-
tional forest to national forest, between individual wilder-
nesses within each national forest, and even between
different trailheads leading into the same wilderness.

We recommend that you contact the managing
agency for more information.

Throughout California, however, campfire permits
are required and wilderness areas may be closed when
there is extreme fire danger.

In most wilderness areas the allowed size of a group is
25, 20, or 15 people.

p=permit required

qg=quota

f=restrictions on wood fires (Restrictions may be seasonal
or year-round, apply to wood fires or all fires and stoves, or
apply to specific areas only. Call for more information.)
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916-595-4444 p-overnight; f-no fires
year-round

916-667-2282 p; f-no fires year round
805-925-9538 f-no fires, stoves, etc.
916-468-5351

916-295-4251 p-overnight; 15-
member party max.; f-no fires

around lakes

209-338-2251 p-overnight
916-246-5222

707-574-6233

619-445-6235 p; f-no open fires
408-389-4485 no camping overnight;
f-no fires year-round

415-663-1092 p-overnight; q, all by
reservation; f-no open fires
503-899-1812 groups limited to 8
members, 12 stock

916-468-5351

818-335-1251 f-no wood fires
714-794-1123 p; g-varies by trailhead,
reservations by mail, 20% first come/
first served; f

714-659-2117 p; q; f-yellow post sites
only

714-736-1811 p-overnight
805-925-9538 f-occasional summer
fire closure

805-925-9538 f-occasional summer
fire closure;

714-659-2117 p; g-reservations, 20%
saved for first-come/first served; f-no
wood fires

209-565-3341 p-overnight; g-reserva-

tions by mail; f-varies by area

818-335-1251 p-for East Fork
trailhead; f-no wood fires
707-457-3131 f-seasonal closure
916-963-3128

209-376-3781

916-279-6116

916-257-2151

916-623-2131 p

805-683-6711 f-no open fires, gas
stoves, or cigarettes & occaisional fire
closure

916-983-6118

209-372-0200 p-for overnight; g-
reservations by mail 2/1-5/31

SAN GABRIEL
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Exploring a lost art

How to Shit in the Woods: An environmentally sound approach to a lost art

by Kathleen Meyer; Ten Speed Press: Berkeley, 1989, 77 pages

In this slight (77 pages), whimsical volume, Kathleen
Meyer faces openly what in “civilized” society is usually
dealt with behind closed doors—shitting and pissing. The
freedom one feels while wilderness trekking or river run-
ning brings with it the responsibility to answer nature’s
calls in a respectful and sensible manner.

Meyer offers guidance while using wordplay and
humor to ease the reader into sensitive subjects. In fact,
some of the anecdotes in the book are probably as funny

“Our wild lands shrink, our urban -
lifestyles manufacture more mad-
ness, and our need to touch nature
increases. More overuse is directly
ahead of us. It's easy to see in the
simple arithmetic of numbers...that
packing it out will expand the limits
of visitation in high use areas.”

Any rebuttals? — Vince Haughey

CALENDAR

July 7 DEADLINE FOR COMMENTS on the
Shasta-Trinity National Forest’s draft EIS and
LMP. Send to: Forest Supervisor, ATTN.:
Forest Planning, 2400 Washington Ave.,

Redding, CA 96001.

August 6 DEADLINE FOR COMMENTS on
the Black Panther Fire Salvage final EIS. Send
to: Barbara Holder, Forest Supervisor; Kla-
math National Forest, 1312 Fairlane Road,
Yreka, CA 96097. For further information,
contact Anne Goines at (916) 842-6131 or
Mo Tebbe at (916) 627-3291.

as hell around a campfire, but to a reader at home they are
warnings to prepare oneself to avoid the same pitfalls.

The book is a journey of mental attitude, from awk-
wardness to acceptance. Alongthe way, Meyer offers basic
information on Giardia and various water purifiers, tips for
travellers in strange lands, and a chapter just for women
that men can peek at.

At times, it sounds as though the author would rather
shit in the woods than in a bathroom. Meyer extols the
grand views of the outdoors and the feeling of being part
of the natural cycle. On the other hand, she points out
that being so directly a part of the cycle might not be ideal:

August 7 DEADLINE FOR COMMENTS on

the King-Titus Fire Recovery Project final EIS.
Send to: Barbara Holder, Forest Supervisor,
Klamath National Forest, 1312 Fairlane Road,
Yreka, CA 96097. For further.information,
contact Carmine Lockwood, Project Coordi- ,
nator, 63822 Highway 96, P.O. Box 377, —
Happy Camp, CA 96039. :

Solitude challenge

continued from page 5

“It is not the number of users but their impact on the
wilderness environment that must be controlled. Those
uses causing the greatest impacts can be restricted or
redistributed to make way for those that are less destruc-
tive of wilderness values.” (John C. Hendee, 1974.)

“Thus, actions are frequently taken on the basis of
preconceived notions about what things are problems or
how a forest should be managed—like the presumption
that everyone who visits a national forest is searching for
wilderness or that everyone who floats any river dislikes
meeting other people.” (George L. Peterson and David W.
Lime, 1979. )

“Wilderness regulations sometimes may be adopted
without enough analysis of their necessity or of alterna-
tives. Area managers are conscientious and concerned and
they want to do something rather than stand by passively.
Sometimes certain regulations become popular, almost
like fashions, spread from area to area, and are adopted in
places where they may not fit. Adoption sometimes is on
a largely intuitive basis. Effectiveness is often assumed.”
(Robert C. Lucas, 1982.)

September 1 Proposals for the management
of the northern spotted owl to be announced
by an interagency task force chaired by
Secretary of Agriculture Clayton Yuetter.

CWC T-Shirts!

Not one, but two CWC t-shirts! The animal design that Lynn
(right) is wearing is by Bay Area cartoonist Phil Frank; it comesin beige
and light gray for $12. Stephanie (left) is wearing our official confer-
ence shirt; it has no less than six colors and comes in yellow, light
green (small only), and peach (xlarge, large, & small only) for $15.
All the shirts are 100 percent double knit cotton. Te order, use the
form on page 8. Please add $1.50 postage and 75 cents for each
additional shirt.
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The American Alpine Club,
dubbed the “voice of America’s moun-
taineers,” has been interested in pre-
serving wilderness' since the early
1900s, when John Muir was one of its
first presidents. In pursuit of their goal
to “promote mountain craft,” the
group supports and hosts interna-
tional climbing events and works to
protect prime climbing areas and keep
them open to climbers.

Recently the club’s Access Com-
mittee filed lengthy comments on the
Mt. Shasta wilderness plan. Commit-
tee Chair Armando Menocal says one
of the group’s problems with the plan
is that it reduces by two-thirds _the
number of people allowed to hike Mt.
Shasta via Avalanche Gulch. Ava-
lanche Gulch is currently the ‘safest
and most used route to the summit.

The club also has a Conservation
Committee, which has just produced a
“code of climber conduct” brochure
for the National Park Service. Empha-
sizing low-impact climbing, including

Coalition Member Groups

Focus: American Alpine Club

carrying out human waste, the brochure
will be distributed to climbers at Yosemite
this summer. Similar brochures eventu-
ally will be distributed all over the country.

To be an “active” member of the club,
you must have at least two years of sus-
tained interest in climbing. To contact the
club, write to the American Alpine Club
Access Committee, 1535 Mission St., San
Francjsco, CA 94103.

American Alpine Club; El Cerrito

Ancient Forest Defense Fund; Ukiah

Angeles Chapter, Sierra Club; Los Angeles

Back Country Horsemen of CA; Springville

Bay Chapter, Sierra Club; Oakland

Butte Environmental Council; Chico

California Alpine Club; San Francisco

Califomia Native Plant Society; Sacramento

Citizens Commmiittee to Save Our Public Lands;
Willits

Citizens for Better Forestry; Hayfork

Citizens for Mojave National Park; Barstow

- Committee for Green Foothills; Palo Alto

Committee to Save the Kings River; Fresno
Conservation Call; The Sea Ranch

Davis Audubon Society; Davis

Defenders of Wildlife; Sacramento

Desert Protective Council; Palm Springs
Desert Survivors; Oakland
Ecology Center of Southern Calif.; Los Angeles

" El Dorado Audubon Society; Long Beach

Env. Protection Information Center; Garberville
Forest Alliance; Kernville
Friends Aware of Wildlife Needs; Georgetown
Friends of Chinquapin, Oakland
Friends of Plumas Wilderness; Quincy
Friends of the Inyo; Lone Pine
Friends of the River; San Francisco
Greenpeace;-San Francisco
Kaweah Flycatchers; Visalia
Kaweah Group, Sierra Club; Porterville
Keep the Sespe Wild Committee; Ojai
Kem Audubon Society; Bakersfield
Kern River Valley Audubon Society; Bakersfield
Kemn R. Valley Wildlife Association; Lake Isabella
Kemn-Kaweah Chapter, Sierra Club; Bakersfield
Loma Prieta Chapter Sierra Club; Palo Alto
Los Angeles Audubon Society
Lost Coast League; Arcata
Madrone Audubon Society; Santa Rosa
Marble Mountain Audubon Society; Greenview
Marin Conservation League; San Rafael
Mendocino Environmental Center; Ukiah
Merced Canyon Committee; El Portal
Mono Lake Committee; Lee Vining
Monterey Peninsula Audubon Society; Carmel
Morro Coast Audubon Society; Morro Bay
Mt. Shasta Audubon Society; Mt. Shasta
Mt. Shasta Recreation Council
Natural Resources Defense Council;

San Francisco
NCRCC Sierra Club; Santa Rosa

People for Nipomo Dunes National Seashore;
Nipomo

Nordic Voice; Livermore

Northcoast Environmental Center; Arcata

Northeast Californians for Wilderness;
Susanville

Pasadena Audubon Society

Peppermint Alert; Porterville

Placer County Conservation Task Force;
Newcastle

Planning and Conservation League;

Sacramento

Porterville Area Environmental Council

Redwood Chapter, Sierra Club; Santa Rosa

The Red Mountain Association; Leggett

Salmon Trollers Marketing Association; Fort
Bragg

San Diego Chapter, Sierra Club

Sea & Sage Audubon Society; Santa Ana

Sierra Association for the Environment;
Fresno

Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund; San
Francisco i

Sierra Treks; Ashland, OR )

Siskiyou Mtns. Resource Council; Arcata

Soda Mtn. Wildemess Council; Ashland, OR

South Fork Watershed Association;
Porterville

South Yuba R. Citizens League; Nevada City

Tulare County Audubon Society; Visalia

U.C. Davis Environmental Law Society

W. States Endurance Run; San Francisco

The Wilderness Society; San Francisco

Wintu Audubon Society; Redding

Yolano Group, Sierra Club; Davis

CWC Business Sponsors

Redding, C.
96001 Orangevale, CA 95662

San Jose, CA 95112

Mammoth Lakes, CA

Richard Karern, M.D. Robert ]. Rajewski . William P. Schaefer, Chuck Watson,
1290 West Street . P.O. Box 4137 = Ph.D., Consultant anz‘g Sansultant
. . . A i y ‘ isr treet
Like many citizen organizations, the California Wilderness Coali- Redding, CA 96001 Sonora, CA 95370 hit;mw?s'é Ih)fé;g“ Sla . ramenrteoe, CA
tion depends upon sponsorship and support. The organization is  David B. Kelley, Recreational Equipment, 3002 San Pasqual St. 95814
grateful to the following businesses that have recognized the need to Consulting Soil Scientist  Inc. ) Pasadena, CA 91107
the wilderness of California 216 F Street, #51 1338 San Pablo Ave. Bradlee S. Welton,
PASEIVE ] . Davis, CA 95616 Berkeley, CA 94702 Siskiyou Forestry Attorney at Law
. & Consultants 1721 Oregon Street
agAccess Come Together John B. Frailing C.B. Maisel, C.P.A. 20640 Homestead Road P.O. Box 241 Berkeley, CA 94703
603 4th Street c/o Gary Ball Froba, Frailing, & 1331 B St.-Box 433 Cupertino, CA 95014 Arcata, CA 95521 .
Davis, CA 95616 Box 1415 ! Rockwell Hayward, CA 94543 ) Wilderness Press
Ukiah, CA 95482 1025 15th Street Ridge Builders Group Solano Press Books 2440 Bancroft Way
Donald B. Belkin Modesto, CA 95354 The Naturalist 123 C Street Warren W, Jones, Prop. Berkeley, CA 94704
Law Offices Creative Sound Recording h 219 E Street Davis, CA 95616 P.O. Box 773 .
1823 Court Street Michael W. Nolasco Genny Smith Books Davis, CA 95616 Point Arena, CA 95468 Wildflower Farm
6412 Cerromar Court P.O. Box 1060 Bob Rutemoeller, CFP, EA Native Plant Nursery

Robert Newcomb, MD, Inc.

93546 502 S. Euclid Ave, #104 P.O. Box 587 Riestra, ]
Kathy Blankenship Echo, The Wilderness National City, CA 92050 Gualala, CA 95445-0587 Attorney at Law Yakima Products, Inc.
Photograph Company. Gorman & Waltner 5500 Redwood Road P.O. Drawer 4899
402 La%:A lace 6529 ele&ph Avenue 141}3 Br:agr\va agtez. 419 Palzlg) gsl\{lgllslosn, lgd?,;&c) SanSFrgclsco Travel Oakland, CA 94619 Arcata, CA 95521
X akland, 1 th St, Suite ervice
A 25616 Oakldnd, 74509 @ Bakersfield, CA 93301 407 Jackson St., # 205 Women's Health Zoo-Ink Screen Print
California Native Ima eWorks, Software Hurricane Wind Sculptures San Francisco, 94111 Associates 241S St, #;70
Landscapes - nsultin c/o Peter Vincent Patagonia, Inc. . 635 Anderson Rd., #18 San Francisco, CA
¢/o Steve Henson P.O. Box 1§59 Alleg}llxeny Star Rt. 9 W. Santa Clara St. Davis, CA 95616 94107
188 N. 13th St. Goleta, CA 93116 San]uan, Ventura, CA 93001

Cert. Financial Planner

Christopher P. Valle- Delano, CA 93215

! [ VYes! 1wish to become a member of the
l California Wilderness Coalition. Enclosed is
i Siam for first-year membership dues.
i [0 Hereis a special contribution of

| S to help the Coalition's work.

i ;

I NAME

|

I ADDRESS

i

|

i

: CITY STATE — ZIP

Annual Dues: *

Individual $ 15.00
Low-income Individual § 7.50
Sustaining Individual $ 25.00
Benefactor $ 100.00
Patron $ 500.00

Non-profit Organization § 30.00
Business Sponsor $ 50.00

+ .
Mail to: tax deductible

California Wilderness Coalition
2655 Portage Bay East, Suite 5
Davis, California 95616

7

T-Shirt Orders
Design __ Sizets,m, L x) Color _Amount

1. conference design comes in pale green (no med.
or large), yellow, or peach (no med.)
2. animal design comes in beige or gray

Subtotal $
Shipping $

(31.50 + .75 for each additional shirt)
TOTAL §

L—-------



