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Monache Mountain from Brown Mountain, looking south.

Photo by Tim Sherburn

Wrong choice for Shasta-Trinity

By Margaret Draper

Over two years ago, when the timber industry re-
quested a higher timber cut, the draft Shasta-Trinity
Forest Plan wasredone. Now it is critical that people write
letters because this plan will be the legal basis for manage-
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ment of 2.1 million acres of northern California’s na-
tional forest land for the next 10-15 years. Comments
encouraging adoption of. the alternative drafted by
Citizens for Better Forestry may help restore responsible
management to the Shasta-Trinity.

Forest plan denles wilderness to Mt. Eddy

Mount Eddy is the only “Further Planning” area in
six million acres of national forest land in Northern
California. Its lakes, diverse plant life, trails, atmos-
phere, and incredible panoramas have delighted hikers
and packers for many years—and for over a decade
people have been pleading with the Forest Service to
make it a wilderness area. Nevertheless, in the draft plan
theagency is planning timber cutting, motorized recrea-
tion, and possible ski development for Mount Eddy.
Mount Eddy was not designated a wilderness area in
1984 because ski and real estate interests wanted it
studied for ski development.

Now Mount Eddy has been considered for skiing
and passed over. In its recent ski study supplementing
the Mt. Shasta Ski Area Environmental Impact State-
ment, the Forest Service found Mount Eddy’s ski attrib-

" utes soinsignificant that it is handled in a few sentences

under the heading, “Alternative Sites Considered But
Eliminated from Detailed Study”: “The combination

continued on page 6

The Sierra
wilderness

“Say ‘wildemess’ and most people will think of John Muir’s
‘Range of Light’—the High Sierra.” — D. Foreman and H.
Wolke

By Stephanie Mandel

To many, “wilderness” means the Sierra Nevada. This
is not surprising—conservation battles in the Sierra were
some of the country’s first, as with John Muir’s turn of the
century attempt to save Yosemite’s Hetch Hetchy Valley
from flooding. J

Today’s Sierra, with the longest continuous stretch of

" pfotected wilderness In the lower 48 states, might have

looked very different had it not been for conservation
pioneers like Muir. Urban development, logging, mining,
and recreation have all brought roads, people, and some-
times damage to these mountains and their natural eco-
logical systems.

In the Sierra today, three national parks cover 1.6
million acres and eight national forests include 8.1 million
acres. There are 3,330,878 acres of wilderness, mostly in
the “High Sierra,” the southern part of the range. A good
bit of this wilderness:is rocks and ice—terrain that was not
hotly contested for wilderness status because of its inacces-
sibility.

Many early battles to protect these areas involved
limiting the number 'of roads bissecting the wilderness.
Highways now cross several mountain passes, yet other
roads were stopped. In 1935 Norman “Ike” Livermore, Jr.
organized the High Sierra Packers Association, which dis-
tributed anti-road placards throughout theSierra. Aleader
in many mid-century efforts to keep the Siérra wild, Ike
tells of automobile maps showing dotted line roads cross-
ing several High Sierra passes.

Ike, a former President of the Sierra Club, sees the High
Siérra as one area, saying that “although the several wilder-
ness areas in the High Sierra have understandable origins,
the whole unit should be treated as one wilderness, with
perhaps a few remnant names.”

Today’s struggles

- Yet with so much wilderness preserved, many battles

remain as people try to preserve more Sierra lands, mostly
those at lower elevations. A bitter struggle is taking place
in Sequoia National Forest to slow an overblown timber
sale program that even threatens giant sequoia trees.
Drought and tree-killing insects in Eldorado, Tahoe, Stan-
islaus, and other national forests have spurred a massive
Forest Service salvage logging program that critics warn
will threaten long-term health of these forests. And the
management of crowd-ridden Yosemite continues to pose
" continued on page 4
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Letters

Keep mountain bikes
out of wilderness

Dear Editor:

Since mountain bikes first appeared on the scene, | have
been dreading the inevitable conflict regarding the use of
these bikes in wilderness. As one who both mountain-bikes
and backpacks, | am strongly opposed to the use of bikes in
wilderness. The issues usually discussed with regards to bike
use in wilderness generally revolve around direct impacts on
trails, soils, and vegetation. Yet | think there is an even more
important reason for prohibiting their use in wilderness.
Namely, mountain bikes shrink wilderness. | don’t know
about most folks, but | generally find (at least in California’s
mountains) | must hike 12-15 miles or more into the
backcountry to escape the crowds of weekend and day hikers.
Mountain bikes will increase this distance, effectively reduc-
ing the area available for a truly remote experience. No
doubt, day-long trans-Sierra bike races would become a
popular activity were mountain bikes allowed into wilderness.
And | don’t buy the argument that “most wilderness area
trails...are too rugged for mountain bikes.” | have fellow
mountain-biking friends who admit to having ventured into
the heart of the Sierra during off-peak times. | encourage
other bikers to write their Congressional Representatives to
oppose H.R.3172. There are plenty of roads and trails outside
of wilderness areas to handle our sport. We need not infringe
on an already overburdened wilderness system.

Sincerely,
Brian Spence
Monroe, Oregon
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A tough old volcano and
campfire contentment

Dear Editor:

Mt. Shasta remains the last big peakin California untram-
meled by the permit system. Its a tough old volcano and will
survive if it doesn’t blow up. Let's not turn it into a city park.
We need a big mountain to journey on at will, despite what
some people say. :

And if Scott Kruse (Wildemess Record, May 1990) doesn‘t
like campfires he’s free to avoid them. As for his 18 references
to the chemical dangers of woodfire smoke, | say let's live
dangerously. Itwas held not so long ago that campfire smoke
contained a mysterious gas which, when inhaled, produced
the feelings of contentment, good cheer, and camaraderie.
Experience lends cadence to this old theory, and | have no
reason to doubt it.

Yours truly,
Cresson Kearny
Oakland, California

Who manages
Wilderness?

There are 54 federally-designated and seven state-
designated wilderness areas in California. ‘

Of the areas in the National Wilderness Preserve
System, 46 are wholly or jointly managed by the U.S.
Forest Service (USFS). Eight are under the supervision of
the National Park Service (NPS), five are partly on lands
managed by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), and
one is in the care of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

All of the state lands are managed by the California
Department of Parks and Recreation.

National Park Service managed:

Ansel Adams (Devils Postpile Nat. Mon. portion)

Joshua Tree National Monument

Lassen Volcanic National Park

Lava Beds National Monument

Pinnacles National Monument

Point Reyes National Seashore (Phillip Burton)

Sequoia-Kings Canyon National Park

Yosemite National Park
Bureau of Land Management/Forest Service:

Ishi Wilderness

Machesna Mountain Wilderness

Santa Lucia

Trinity Alps

Yolla Bolly/Middie Eel
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service:

Farallon Wilderness

All these agencies are beholden to the 1964 Wilder-
ness Act and its provisions for how wilderness shall be
managed. However, in practice management has differed
some from agency to agency.

The NPS does not allow hunting or dogs in national
park backcountry, and these restrictions encompass their
wilderness areas. The NPS has also tended to use helicop-
ters and chain saws in the wilderness more than the other
agencies. Tools for building trails, supplies for workers,
etc. are brought in by helicopters, and trails routinely are
cleared using chain saws. The USFS’ policy on helicopters
and chain saws has been to use them only when the Re-
gional Forester gives special permission.

The Farallon Island wilderness is a whole different
case, as it is off-limits to visitors. Only approved research-
ers are allowed to dock here.

On the whole, the USFS tends to take the “purist”
approach towilderness management while other agencies
believe they follow the spirit of the Wilderness Act with
less strict management policies.
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Forest Service flips
Emigrant appeal decision

After “further consideration,” Deputy Regional For-
ester Joyce Murakoa made an abrupt about face and
changed her decision on the dams in the Emigrant Wilder-
ness. ;

In April, Murakoa agreed with an appeal filed by the
California Wilderness Coalition objecting to the Forest
Supervisor’s decision to retain twelve small dams in the
Emigrant Wilderness. The Coalition had asked that the
dams not be maintained and be allowed to deteriorate;
Murakoa went even further and ordered that the dams be
removed within five years.
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Now you see it.

Two weeks later, after a storm of local protest (espe-
cially from the Stanislaus National Forest), Murakoa wrote
the Coalition to state that her decision letter “miscommu-
nicated my original intent.” The decision that the twelve
dams should be removed was replaced by a new decision:

“Based on the foregoing, I find that the record does
not fully support the Forest Supervisor’s decision. I am
therefore reversing the Forest Supervisor's decision and
directing that the EA [Environmental Analysis] be re-
viewed (and rewritten, if necessary) and a new decision
notice be issued. I am also directing that there be public
notice of (1) this reversal decision and (2) the Forest
Supervisor’s intent to issue a new decision notice which
would be appealable under 36 CFR 217.”

Murakoa went further in her letter to the Coalition,
stating “I would like to say clearly that my 4/13/90 state-
ment that ‘the record indicated that all dams should be
removed’ should not be interpreted as my predisposition
affecting the new decision.”

“Someone strong-armed the Regional Office,” said
the Coalition’s Jim Eaton. “In her first decision, Ms.
Murakoa wrote eight pages attacking the Forest
Supervisor’s original decision to maintain the dams. Now
in asingle paragraph, she has swept all that under the rug.”

Eaton wonders how a rewritten EA will change the

:\ outcome. “To justify the Forest Supervisor’s plan to retain
: the-dams-will require changing all the facts stated in-the
=) original EA. Let’s see them do that with a straight face.”
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The Coalition and a local Wilderness Watch group
will be monitoring the Emigrant Wilderness this summer
to assure that the dams are notimproved while this new EA
is being written.

now you don't

Reservoir view in store ror
Pit River Wilderness Study Area

Visitors to the Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM)
Pit River Wilderness Study Area (WSA) last spring were
treated to an unusual sight—a BLM helicopter darting
about from location to location.

The BLM crew had an interesting task—it was their
job to see if they could see any of the helium-filled
balloons outlining the proposed reservoir just outside of
the WSA.

According to the investigators: “The actual visual
impact area determined in the study included 313 acres
of wilderness study area (WSA). Forty-nine impacted
acres were within the recommended suitable portion of
the WSA.”

In a report to Malacha Hydroelectric, the company
seeking to build the reservoir, BLM Alturas Resource Area
Manager Lynda Roush concluded that the visual impacts
of the reservoir to the WSA “were considered minor and
will not require modification of the project as proposed
at this time.”

Just one year after the helicopter work, things are
again looking up for Malacha, the developers of the Muck
Valley hydroelectric project. The State of California
issued a water right for the reservoir—"phase II” of the
Muck Valley hydroproject—on the Pit River. Also, the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) released
an environmental assessment concluding that the proj-

ect should be licensed, and an agreement wasreached in
principle with PG&E to purchase power from water from
the new reservoir.

But all has not gone perfectly for Malacha Hydro-
electric. Their request to divert an additional 200 cubic
feet per second (cfs) from the recently completed facility
(above the 700 cfs that they currently are authorized to
divert) was withdrawn, apparently because of conflicts
with downstream water users and a low cost benefit
ratio, and—just maybe—because of protests from the
California Wilderness Coalition and Friends of the River
filed with FERC and the State Water Resources Control
Board.

It looks like “phase II1” will just have to wait a while
longer.

History: The Muck Valley Hydroelectric Project
diverts up to 700 cfs from the entire course of the Pit
River through the WSA effectively turning the Pit River
into Pit Creek for most of the high flow season. In 1986,
permits from state and federal regulators were issued for
the project. In 1987, over the objections of the Califor-
nia Wilderness Coalition, the BLM granted Malacha
Hydroelectricthe authority to use BLM land to construct
and operate the project. The majority of the WSA, 6,640
acres, was found by the BLM to be suitable for perma-
nent wilderness status.

Plan affecting
King Range
expected soon

The King Range National Conservation
Area is one of the most likely areas to be in-
cluded in the Bureau of Land Management’s
(BLM) upcoming wilderness recommenda-
tions.

Yet a King Range visitors’ service plan, ex-
pected to be made public in early June, will
shape future King Range development and inay
stint on wilderness protection. The “grass-
roots” committee working with the BLM on the
environmental assessment (EA) is dominated
by off-road vehicle, surfing, and equestrian
interests, who all want to drive right to the
doorstep of their activity.

Proposals include opening the Smith-Etter
Road to within a quarter-mite of the beach, es-
tablishing an off-road vehicle parking lot at the
mouth of Gitchell Creek and expanding horse
and motorized access to the Honeydew Creek
watershed.

Weekly meetings in Arcata and Garberville
are open to all. To request a copy of the draft EA
or for more information on meetings, contact
BLM planner Joe Williams at (916) 826-1425.
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The Sierra wilderness

continued from page 1

difficult problems. '
Throughout the Sierra there are biological justifica-
tions for preserving more lands. Steve and Eric Beckwitt,
a father and son who live near the Tahoe National Forest,
have charted a bold path to prove this need. The Beckwitts
are currently assembling information to undertake what
biologists call “gap analysis.” Computerized maps of
natural plant and animal communities and soil-plant
associations are overlayed with maps of protected areas—

- parks and wilderness. Although the Beckwitts’ completed

data is months—perhaps years—away, Eric has seen that
there are “enormous gaps in ranges of species on federal
lands.” He feels that the data he has seen so far is
“immediate justification for adding hundreds of thou-
sands of acres” to those preserved.

Among the areas advocates would like to add to
wilderness at the southern end of the Sierra is Monache
Meadows. Surrounded on three sides by the Golden Trout
and South Sierra wilderness areas, Monache is one of the
largest meadows in the Sierra—10,000 acres. The meadow
was excluded from wilderness boundaries because of an
off-road vehicle trail and ranchers’ opposition. Another
important area borders the western boundary of the
Golden Trout Wilderness—the Moses Roadless Area.

Martin Litton, long-time wilderness guardian, would
have the High Sierra wilderness made even wilder by
getting rid of reservoirs such as Edison and Florence and
closing some invading roads.

Using bold strokes, in their book titled The Big Outside,
Dave Foreman and Howie Wolke (of Earth First! fame) map
out 975,213 acres of national forest, national park, Bureau
of Land Management, and private land roadless areas they
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Sierra wilderness:

An expanded view
fromThe Big Outside,

by D. Foreman and H. Wolke
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View from Mt. Ericsson south toward the Kemn headwaters;
Sequola-Kings Canyon National Park Wilderness.
Photo by Pete Yamagata

The Sierra Nevada is:

1. America’s longest unbroken mountain range, 400 miles from Lake
Almanor in the north to the Kern Plateau at the southern end.

2. Home to the U.S.’s highest peak and deepest canyon (outside Alaska).
3. The country’s longest unbroken protected wilderness.

4. Home to Sequoia trees, the largest living things on Earth.

5. Within a day’s drive of the entire population of California.
6
7
d

. 76 percent federal land.
. The only place in'the U.S. where a 150-mile straight line (across land)
oesn’t hit any roads. (Bald Mountain to Tioga Pass)

From The Slerra Ne\}ada, by Tim Palmer

recommend adding to the Sierra wilder-
ness. Their big roadless areas, 100,000
acres or larger, are all south of Carson

_ Pass, where there are currently

3,231,403 acres of wilderness preserved.

Others would like to see neglected
northern Sierra wilderness protected.
The chain of Sierra wilderness is broken
between the Carson Iceberg and Emi-
grant wilderness areas and more so be-
tween the Desolation and Mokelumne
wilderness areas. Lowerin elevation and
more easily developed, populated, and
logged, there is no designated Sierra
wilderness for miles, from Granite Chief
just northeast of Lake Tahoe to the
Bucks Lake Wilderness in the Plumas
National Forest. The national forests up
here—Lassen, Plumas, Tahoe, Lake
Tahoe Basin Management Unit, El-

dorado, and Stanislaus—have a number of roadless areas.
Some of these areas were “released” from mandatory
wilderness consideration by the 1984 California Wilder-
ness Act, but conservationists still work to keep their
ecosystems intact until the next national forest planning
cycle, when they must again be considered for
wilderness...if they are still roadless.

The Beckwitts consider the Duncan Canyon and West
and East Yuba roadless areas to be among the most impor-
tant in the Tahoe, and the Chips Creek and Middle Fork
Feather roadless areas important in the Plumas and Lassen.

The appeal of the “backbone of California,” as Fore-
man and Wolke call these mountains, is part of the
challenge wilderness lovers face as they work to expand
and protect the Sierra wilderness. Conservation groups
working for their favorite part of this great range dot its
length. As the mountains welcomed John Muir and
today’s visitors, these groups welcome your help.
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Legislation

Lower Merced River on the wild & scenic path

by Ron Stork

“The pristine quality of the lower Merced River makes
it worthy to be included in this protective status. I believe
that this is a necessary step to protect the beauty we all
enjoy today, so it will be there for future generations.” So
said Modesto Representative Gary Condit.

Public lands issues can be politically difficult on a
Congressional Rep. Consensus in the district can be tough
to achieve and taking a stand often means offending
significant political or economic constituent interests.

It is therefore a pleasure to report that freshman Rep.
Condit is carrying a significant and positive piece of public
lands legislation involving important lands within his dis-
trict.

H.R. 4687, and the companion measure S. 2555—
introduced by Senator Alan Cranston—would place the
Merced River from Briceburg to Lake McClure Reservoir in
the National Wild and Scenic River System. The bills
classify the portion of the river flowing through the
Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) Merced River Wil-
derness Study Area (WSA) as “wild” (wild, scenic, and rec-
reational are the possible classifications). The “wild” clas-
sification would make permanent the closure of the river
trail to motorized (but not mechanized, e.g. mountain
bikes) vehicles and institute a 1/2-mile wide freeze on new
mining claims. ! -

The measure also prohibits new mining claims within

the riverbed and the historic railroad grade on both the

BLM WSA lands designated in the bill and on Forest
Service lands upstream (along the Wild & Scenic River
corridor designatéd in 1987).

Fortunately, this measure enjoys widespread support

from the politically conservative Mariposa County Board
of Supervisors, the USFS, and the BLM. The Merced
Canyon Committee, Wilderness Society, Friends of the
River, California Wilderness Coalition, and local eques-
trian and hiking trail organizations are also in favor of the
Wild & Scenic Merced bills.

Even the Merced Irrigation District, which stands to

BLM land upstream.

Opponents of the measure appear to be mainly off-
road vehicle enthusiasts, some small scale miners, and
train enthusiasts—all of whom hope to gain access to the
river corridor if the WSA is released from interim wilder-
ness management protection (the BLM is not recommend-
ing the WSA for wilderness designation).

Much of the consensus sur-

rounding this bill is the result of hard
work by the Chair of the Mariposa
County Board of Supervisors, Art
Baggett, and the Folsom Resource
Area of the BLM. Hearings on the bill

LEGEND

are expected this summer.

The BLM recently published a
Wild & Scenic River management
plan that, if implemented, generally
preserves the primitive and rustic
character of much of the Forest Serv-
ice and BLM lands along the Merced.
At the same time the plan calls for
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better visitor facilities and fewer user
conflicts along the developed por-
tions of the river.

For more information about the
Merced W&S River Management
Plan, contact: Bureau of Land Man-

S

lose one of their major dam sites, does not seem inclined
to oppose this bill. Instead the District appears to be very
interested in developing a coherent hiking trail network
between its lands around Lake McClure Reservoir and the

Grouse Lakes and Castle Peak

Congress looks at
buying roadless lands

By John Moore

agement, Folsom Resource Area, 63
Natoma Street, Folsom, CA 95630,
(916) 985-4474. The deadline for comments is July 15,
1990.

Ron Stork is Secretary of the California Wilderness
Coalition. He formerly was the executive director of the
Merced Canyon Committee, and presently is the Associ-
ate Conservation Director of Friends of the River (916)
442-3155.

Many thousands of wilderness and nature lovers
enjoy the beauty and wildness of the Grouse Lakes and
Castle Peak areas near Donner Summit every year. Few of
them realize that every other square mile of these two
beautiful wild areas was granted to the Southern Pacific
Railroad Company in the 19th century and that these
lands are still privately owned. They cannot possibly
remain wild unless they are added to Tahoe National
Forest.

The present owners of most of the private land at
Grouse Lakes and Castle Peak want to sell them. Fortu-
nately, they have negotiated options with the Trust for
Public Lands that are keeping the lands off the open
market for a short time. Congress must appropriate funds
this year to pay off these options—$6.4 million for Grouse
Lakes and $5.125 million for Castle Peak.

Both Grouse Lakes and Castle Peak are great places for
wilderness recreation. Grouse Lakes has more than 100
sparkling lakes and ponds—dozens of them with good
trout fishing—set in rugged granite basins. Many can be
reached by easy trails through old-growth forest; some are
reached by cross-country hikes away from crowds.

Castle Peak, just north of Donner Summit, is a favorite

area for both summer hiking and
cross-country skiing. The Pacific
Crest Trail traverses the area, and
the Warren Lake trail leads to lakes
in remote granite basins. Forests
along these trails will be logged if
the lands are not purchased
promptly. Last year’s appropria-
tions purchased three square
miles north of Castle Peak.

The House Subcommittee on
Interior Appropriations has been
holding hearings on Land and
Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
appropriations for land purchases
and will make its decision very
soon, after which the Senate will
consider funding the projects.

John Moore is a member of

the Mother Lode Chapter of the
Sierra Club’s Conservation Com-
mittee.

Penner Lake, one of the 125 lakes and ponds in the Grouse Lakes area.
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Wild & Scenic status for the upper

Sacramento River gets FS ok

By Steve Evans

The U.S. Forest Service has made a draft recommenda-
tion to Congress that 37 miles of the upper Sacramento
River upstream of Shasta Reservoir be added to the Na-
tional Wild and Scenic Rivers System. Wild and Scenic
status, if approved by Congress, would essentially prohibit
the construction of new dams and diversions on the
protected segment. The recommendation was included in
a draft land management plan for the Shasta-Trinity
National Forest which is intended to guide the manage-
ment of more than two million acres of public land for the
next 10 to 15 years.

The stretch of the Sacramento River recommended for
protection begins at Box Canyon Dam (which forms
Siskiyou Reservoir, just west of Mt. Shasta), flows through
the town of Dunsmuir, and then on to Shasta Reservoir
through a rugged canyon which provides the route of
Interstate 5 and the Southern Pacific Railroad. Most of the
stretch is private land—only six miles of the segment rec-
ommended by the Forest Service are public lands.

Outstandingly remarkable values which made the
upper Sacramento River eligible for Wild and Scenic status
include a nationally significant trout fishery and high
scenic values. This stretch of the river also is becoming
popular as a seasonal whitewater run for boaters. Al-
though the proximity of the freeway, railroad, and some
urban developments resulted in a less protective “Recrea-
tional” sub-classification under the Wild and Scenic sys-
tem, the Forest Service feels that the developments arenot
obtrusive.

The dramatic canyon of the Sacramento provides
spectacular views to travelers on I-5 and Amtrak, as well as
to boaters and anglers. Once you find a way to the river
(there are few access points) fishing can be a delight. The
Forest Service manages two campgrounds near the river
and nearby Castle Crags State Park offers even more
amenities.

Designation of the upper Sacramento below Box
Canyon Dam as a Wild and Scenic River would preclude

Wilderness topo
map sources

Where can you go for the best wilderness
topographlc maps? Wilderness Press, based in
Berkeley, publishes indexed topo maps printed
on durable plastic paper. New maps for 1990 are
availablefor Emigrant Wildefness and Yosemite
National Park and Vicinity. Other maps available
include Devils Postpile, Lassén Volcanic National
Park and V1c1n1ty (on regular paper), Mineral
King, Mount Shasta, Tuolumne Meadows, Mount
Goddard, and Triple Divide Peak. Maps cost $3-
$5; to order call Wilderness Press at (800) 443-
7227.

The Forest Service publishes topo maps of
many wilderness areas. New this year are maps of
Desolation and Mount Shasta-Castle Crags. Maps
cost §2 each (except for the combination John
Muir and Sequoia-Kings Canyon map for $4) and
can be bought at ranger stations and forestry
offices, some outdoor shops, or ordered by mail.
Write to: U.S. Forest Service, Public Affairs Office,
630 Sansome St., San Francisco 94111. Postage is
free, and there is no sales tax; make your check
payable to: USDA Forest Service.

expansion of Shasta Reservoir, which is considered by
some water engineers as one solution to increased irriga-
tion and urban water needs further south.

Unfortunately, the Forest Service did not assess the
upper forks of the Sactamento River above Siskiyou Reser-
voir for Wild and Scenic status. The upper forks drain the
biologically rich Shasta-Trinity divide, the proposed Mt.
Eddy Wilderness, and the northern slopes of Castle Crags.
The North Fork Sacramento River is the route of the
historic Sisson-Calahan National Recreation Trail. The
upper drainage is probably eligible for Wild and Scenic
status and should be evaluated by the Forest Service.

BLM Wild & Scenic studies in progress

In related news, the Bureau of Land Management has
tentatively determined that a 38-mile stretch of the Sacra-
mento River between Anderson and Red Bluff is eligible for
Wild and Scenic status. The eligibility determmatxon is
the first step in a Wild and Scenic study. The next step is
determining suitability and making a recommendation to
Congress. The suitability determination and recommen-
dation will be part of a Resource Management Plan for the
Redding BEM Resource Area which is due to be released for
public review sometime in 1990.

Probably best known for its saimon fishery, the 38-
mile stretch also provides one of the finest canoe and
floating runs in Northern California for beginners and
experts alike. The lava rimrock canyons clothed in thick
riparian vegetation contrast sharply with the flatland river
found downstream of Red Bluff.

In addition to the Sacramento River, the BLM found
segments of several tributaries tentatively eligible for Wild
and Scenic status including portions of Battle Creek,
Cottonwood Creek, Beegum Creek, Clear Creek, Paynes
Creek, Mill Creek, Deer Creek, and Butte Creek.

Shasta-Trinity plan

continued from page 1

of...(various) factors makes the development of alpine
skiing to the levels historically considered...highly un-
likely.”

This damning assessment of ski potential on Mount
Eddy appears to have had no effect on the forest planning
process. The EIS admits: “Although a majority was pro-
wilderness, a vocal minority was in favor of non-
wilderness...motivated by the then-active proposal for a
downhill skiing development...Mount Eddy is the last
remaining undeveloped subalpine area along the Eddy
range; others have been logged and roaded.” There does
notseem tobearationale for planning ski developmenton
Mount Eddy. -

Timber mining In roadless areas

The draft;plan generally indicates that parts of signifi-
cant roadless areas will remain roadless—but there is a
hitch. While the draft plan makes much of putting parts
of RARE Il “released” roadless areasin the protective “semi-
primitive non-motorized recreation” category. However,
it is the acreages of brush fields, and not the old-growth
timbered sections that are so zoned. Chinquapin, South
Fork, East Fork, and West Girard roadless areas are impor-
tant timbered areas that are not protectively zoned. .

Support the CBF alternative

The Citizens for Better Forestry (CBF) alternative fo-
cuses on promoting sound ecological practices for the
Shasta-Trinity while keeping political/economic consid-
erations in mind. (See ACTION for what you can do.)

Margaret Draper is coordinator of the Shasta side of
Citizens for Better Forestry.

Mt. Eddy from Deadfall Lakes, proposed Mt. Eddy
wilderness. Photo by Pete Yamagata

ACTION for the upper Sacramento River

and Shasta-Trinity plan:

Write a letter to Supervisor Robert Tyrell, Shasta-
Trinity National Forest, 2400 Washington Avenue, Red-
ding, CA 96001. In your letter:

* Support Wild and Scenic status for 37 miles of the
Sacramento River from Box Canyon Dam to Shasta Reser-
voir. .

*.Request that the Forest Service study the forks of the
Sacramento River upstream of Siskiyou Reservoir for Wild
and Scenic status.

* Support wilderness designation of the Mt. Eddy
road|less area and semi-primitive, non-motorized manage-
ment for the Shasta-Trinity divide and Castle Cragsroadless
area addition. These designations will protect the sensitive
upper watershed of the Sacramento-River.

* Support the Citizens for Better Forestry alternative,
which incorporates all of the protective measures men-
tioned above. (See ad;acent article.) '

Make three copies of your letter and mail them to your
Representative in Congress (House Office Building, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20510) and to. Senators Alan Cranston and
Pete Wilson (separate letters to Senate Office Building,
Washington, D.C. 20515).

The deadline for letters to the Forest Service is july 7.
The Forest Service is also holding public hearings in june.
Please attend these hearings and voice your support for
Wild and Scenic designation of the Sacramento River. The
hearings begin at 7 p.m. and are scheduled for June 19 in
Redding (Holiday Inn, 1900 Hilltop Drive), June 20 in
Weaverville (Civil Defense Hall) and June 21 in Mt. Shasta
(Mt. Shasta City Park Recreation Center, 1315 Nixon
Road).

In regard to the BLM Wild and Scenic studies of the
Sacramento River and its tributaries, send a short letter to
Mark T. Morse, Redding BLM Area Manager, 355 Hemsted
Drive, Redding, CA 96002. Express your support for the
Wild and Scenic studies of the Sacramento River and its
tributaries. Ask to be put on the mailing list to receive the
draft Redding Resource Management Plan and be notified
of public meetings.
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Book reviews

Roaming the Range of Light

The Sierra Nevada: A Mountain Journey
by Tim Palmer, Island Press: Wash. D.C., 1988, 339 pp.

The Sierra Nevada: A Mountain Journey, is a detailed
account of Tim Palmer’s nine-month exploration of the
Range of Light (as John Muir called it). From Lake Almanor
to the Kern Plateau, Palmer describes the mountains,
rivers, lakes, plants, and animals of the 400-mile long
cordillera.

But the book is far more than a natural history
account. It is about people: those who work in these
mountains, those who play there, and those who have
dedicated their lives to protecting them. Many of the

stories in the book are told by hundreds of people that
Palmer spoke to during his travels. Merchants, forest and
park employees, environmentalists, researchers, politi-
cians, and outfitters all talk of their perspectives on the
Sierra.

There even is a mini Sierra Nevada Almanac in the
back of the book, replete with statistics, historical events,
environmental issues, wilderness areas, rivers, govern-
ment agencies, and conservation organizations. While
Palmer relied on interviews for much of his research, an
incredibly complete bibliography is mcluded for each
chapter. —Jim Eaton

“Killing Roads: A Citizens’ Primer on the Effects and Removal of Roads”

by the Earth First! Blodiversity Pro]ect 1990, 8 pages

ANANANANAN AR

By David Orr

Here’s another tool for every wilderness activist's bag:
a tabloid from those Merry Pranksters of the environ-
mental movement, Earth First!, titled “Killing Roads: A
Citizens’ Primer on the Effects & Removal of Roads.”
Packed with useful information, valuable research refer-
ences, shocking facts, and uncompromising “paper mon-
keywrenching” form letters, this eight-page package of
newsprint dynamite should have Forest Service transpor-
tation planners checking the want ads.

Jasper Carlton and the friendly folks at the Earth First!
Biodiversity Project have gone to great lengths to produce
what is arguably the most comprehensive activist’s guide
to understanding thé écological effécts of roads and prac-
tical suggestions for their removal, especially from U.S.
Forest Service lands.

Among the disturbing facts about roads in this publi-
cation is a conservative estimate that one million animals
are killed each day on U.S. highways. For certain species
of wildlife, including some endangered species such as the
Florida panther, roadkill is the leading cause of mortality.

CWC T-Shirts!

Not one, but two CWC't-shirts!- The animal design is by Bay
Area cartoonist Phil Frank; it comes in beige and light gray for $12.
Our official conference shirt has no less than six colors and comes in
yellow, light green (small only), and peach (xlarge, large, & small
only) for $15. All the shirts are 100 percent double knit cotton. To
order, use the form on page 8. Pleaseadd $1.50 postageand 75 cents
for each additional shirt. ;

or A5
Roads are responsible in part for changes in animal behav-
ior, e.g. migration patterns, which can have serious ad-
verse effects on reproductive success over time.

Construction and continued use of roads, paved or
not, can result in significant impacts on the quality of
surface and ground water and on the hydrology of water-
sheds. Humans use roads for access to hitherto-undevel-
oped areas; their waste and refuse invariably follow. Sadly,
the area of investigation that is least understood in this
enquiry is the matter of cumulative.impacts. ‘Is the sum of
the various impacts of road-building greater that all its
component parts? Evidence suggests there may be'syner-
gistic effects involved. Research, however, is lacking..

Perhaps the most important section in the tabloid is
the “Road Ripper’s Guide to the National Forest,” a how-
to article detailing precisely the methods to employ in
working to reduce the road miles on your neighborhood
national forest. The author provides a documented, step-
by-step approach to recreating wilderness—legally—
where substandard roads currently exist by forcing the
Forest Service to close those not'in conformance with
federal regulations.

The sad fact of the continuing high appropriations for
new road construction on national forests nationwide is
cause for alarm. Mr. Carlton et al make the case effectively
for entirely eliminating the Forest Service road-building
budget and reallocating the funds to road-closing.

But let it suffice to say that this little jewel of a monkey
wrench belongs in your hands. Write for a copy today—
and close a road tomorrow. Earth First! Biodiversity
Project, 2365 Willard Road, Parkersburg, WV 26101-9269.

CALENDAR

June 7 DEADLINE FOR COMMENTS on Mt.
Shasta Wilderness Plan Draft EIS. Send to:
Forest Supervisor, ATTN.: Mt. Shasta Wilder-
ness DEIS, 2400 Washington Ave., Redding, CA
96001. For further information, contact: Garry
Oye, Project Coordinator, Mt. Shasta Ranger
District, 204 W. Alma St., Mt. Shasta, CA
96067.

June 14 DEADLINE FOR APPEALS of Mono
Basin National Forest Scenic Area Final EIS &
Comprehensive Management Plan. Send
appeals to: Regional Forester, ATTN.: Appeals,
USDA Forest Service, Pacific Southwest Region,
630 Sansome St., San Francisco, CA 94111,
Send written notice of appeals to: Forest Super-
visor, Inyo National Forest, 873 N. Main,
Bishop, CA 93514,

June 19, 20, 21 PUBLIC HEARINGS on the
Shasta-Trinity National Forest proposed forest -
plan and draft EIS, 1-4:00 pm and 7-10:00 pm
in Redding, Weaverville, and Mt. Shasta, respec-
tively. Speakers may be limited to five minutes
each, and may pre-register by calling the Forest
Supervisor in Redding at (916) 246-5313. See
article on pages 1 & 5 for hearing locations.

July 7 DEADLINE FOR COMMENTS on the
Shasta-Trinity National Forest’s draft EIS and
LMP. Send to: Forest Supervisor, ATTN.:
Forest Planning, 2400 Washington Ave., Red-
ding, CA 96001.

f Purposes of the
California Wilderness
. Coalition

...to promote throughout the State
of  Califomnia the preservation of
wild lands as legally designated
wildemess areas by carrying on an
educational program concerning the
value of wilderness and how it may
best be used and preserved in the
public interest, by making and en-
couraging scientific studies con-
cerning wilderness; and by enlisting
public interes¢ and cooperation in
protecting existing or potential
wilderness areas.

California
Wilderness
Coalition
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Secretary—Ron Stork, Sacramento
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Subscription is free with mem- John Moore
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Coalition Member Groups

Focus:

When Dave Willis leads a group
into the wilderness, he doesn’t want to
lead the same people back out. Willis,
founder of Sierra Treks, a non-profit
wilderness outfitter, wants people to
learn to see wilderness in a new light
before they come back tocivilization.

Slerra Treks trips have a program
of activities which Willis describes as
“a combination of Sierra Club and
Outward Bound trips.” Instruction is
given in the use of maps and compass

" and in basic rock climbing. An over-

night solo time is encouraged.

Sierra Treks most often takes
church groups of all ages. Willis says
“the creation rap is pretty heavy.” The
conservation rap is also strong, as the
guides stress minimum impact camp-
ing, minimum impact lifestyles, politi-
cal involvement, and prayer for the
Earth’s special places.

The company also leads free trips
for conservation purposes, showing
media people, politicians, and conser-
vation leaders special places awaiting
protection.

Sierra Treks

While their conservation efforts have
focused on the proposed Siskiyou National
Park and Soda Mountairi wilderness area
near their Ashland, Oregon base, many of
their trips are into other areas, including
the Hoover Wilderness, Joshua Tree, and
Yosemite. ;

Contact Sierra Treks at 15187 Green-
springs Hwy., Ashland, OR 97520, (503)
482-2307 or (S03) 482-0526.

Desert Protective Council; Palm Springs
Desert Survivors; Oakland

Ecology Center of Southem Calif.; Los Angeles
El Dorado Audubon Society; Long Beach

Env. Protection Information Center; Garberville
Forest Alliance; Kernville

Friends Aware of Wildlife Needs; Georgetown
Friends of Chinquapin, Oakland

Friends of Plumas Wilderness; Quincy

Friends of the Inyo; Lone Pine

Friends of the River; San Francisco
Greenpeace; San Francisco

Kaweah Group, Sierra Club; Porterville

Keep the Sespe Wild Committee; Ojai

Kem Audubon Society; Bakersfield

Nipomo
Nordic Voice; Livermore
Northcoast Environmental Center; Arcata
Northeast Californians for Wilderness;
Susanville
Pasadena Audubon Society
Peppermint Alert; Porterville
Placer County Conservation Task Force;
Newcastle
Planning and Conservation League;
Sacramento
Porterville Area Environmental Council
Redwood Chapter, Sierra Club; Santa Rosa
The Red Mountain Association; Leggett
Salmon Trollers Marketing Association; Fort

Kem River Valley Audubon Society; Bakersfield
Kem R. Valley Wildlife Association; Lake Isabella
Kem-Kaweah Chapter, Sierra Club; Bakersfield

Bragg
San Diego Chapter, Sierra Club
Sea & Sage Audubon Society; Santa Ana

American Alpine Club; El Cerrito

Ancient Forest Defense Fund; Ukiah

Angeles Chapter, Sierra Club; Los Angeles

Back Country Horsemen of CA; Springyville

Bay Chapter, Sierra Club; Oahkiand

Butte Environmental Council; Chico

California Alpine Club; San Francisco

California Native Plant Society; Sacramento

Citizens Commmittee to Save Our Public Lands;
Willits

Citizens for Better Forestry; Hayfork

Citizens for Mojave National Park; Barstow

Committee for Green Foothills; Palo Alto

Committee to Save the Kings River; Fresno

Conservation Call; The Sea Ranch

Davis Audubon Society; Davis

Defenders of Wildlife; Sacramento

Loma Prieta Chapter Sierra Club; Palo Alto
Los Angeles Audubon Society
Lost Coast League; Arcata
Madrone Audubon Society; Santa Rosa
Marble Mountain Audubon Society; Greenview
Marin Conservation League; San Rafae|
Mendocino Environmental Center; Ukiah
Merced Canyon Committee; El Portal
Mono Lake Committee; Lee Vining
Monterey Peninsula Audubon Society; Carmel
Morro Coast Audubon Society; Morro Bay
Mt. Shasta Audubon Society; Mt. Shasta
Mt. Shasta Recreation Council
Natural Resources Defense Council;

San Francisco
NCRCC Sierra Club; Santa Rosa
People for Nipomo Dunes National Seashore;

Sierra Association for the Environment;
Fresno

Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund; San
Francisco

Sierra Treks; Ashland, OR

Siskiyou Mtns. Resource Council; Arcata

Soda Mtn. Wildermess Council; Ashliand, OR

South Fork Watershed Association;
Porterville

South Yuba River Citizens League; Nevada
City

Tulare County Audubon Society; Visalia

U.C. Davis Environmental Law Society

W. States Endurance Run; San Francisco

The Wilderness Society; San Francisco

Wintu Audubon Society; Redding

Yolano Group, Sierra Club; Davis

CWC Business Sponsors

Consulting Soil Scientist  Inc. Consultants Env. Consultant
216 F Street, #51 1338 San Pablo Ave. P.O. Box 241 1022 S Street
Like many citizen organizations, the California Wilderness Coali- Davis, CA 95616 Berkeleg CA 94702 Arcata, CA 95521 Sgcsrgﬁento, caA
tion depends upon sponsorship and support. The organization is C.B. Maisel, CP.A. 20640 Homestead Road  Solano Press Books
grateful to the following businesses that have recognized the need to 11-1331 B ét.-élxxgiélsi ¢ Cupertino, CA 95014 I\{V(a)n-lzin V\; 3ones, Prop. Bragltt?g S.e\;lgitng,v
; i 3 ayward, .0. Box m
preserve the wilderness of California. X Ridge Bullders Group Point Arena, CA 95468 1721 Oregon Street
The Naturalist 123 C Street Berkeley, CA 94703
agAccess Creative Sound Recording  Genny Smith Books 219 E Street Davis, CA 95616 Christopher P. Valle-
603 4th Street Michael W. Nolasco - P.O. Box 1060 Davis, CA 95616 Riestra, Wilderness Press
Davis, CA 95616 6412 Cerromar Court Mammoth Lakes, CA Bob Rutemoeller, CFP, EA Attorney at Law 2440 Bancroft Way
Orangevale, CA 95662 93546 Robert Newcomb, MD, Inc.  Cert. Financial Planner 5500 Redwood Road Berkeley, CA 94704
Donald B. Belkin i 502 S. Euclid Ave, #104 P.O. Box 587 Oakland, CA 94619
Law Offices Echo, The Wilderness Gorman & Waltner National City, CA 92050 Gualala, CA 95445-0587 Wildflower Farm
1823 Court Street Comgany 1419 Broadway, Ste. 419 ; Peter Vincent Native Plant Nursery
Redding, CA 6529 Telegraph Avenue Oakland, CA 94612 Paul F. Nielson, M.D., Inc. San Francisco Travel Hurricane Wind Delano, CA 93215
96001 Oakland, 94609 2323 16th St, Suite 400 Service culptures
Steve Henson Bakersfield, CA 93301 407 Jackson St., # 205 eny Star Rt. Yakima Products, Inc.
Kathy Blankenship ImageWorks, Software California Native San Francisco, 94111 North San Juan, CA P.O. Drawer 4899
Photography nsultin Landsca Patagonia, Inc. - 95960 Arcata, CA 95521
402 Lago glace P.O.Box 1359 188 North 13th St. 9 W. Santa Clara St.  William P. Schaefer,
Davis, %IA 95616 Goleta, CA 93116 San Jose, CA 95112 Ventura, CA 93001 Ph.D., Consultant Women's Health Zoo-Ink Screen Print
Laboratory Design Associates 2415 St, # 270
Come Together John B. Frailing Richard Karem, M.D. Robert J. Rajewski Haz. Waste Mgmnt. 635 Anderson Rd., #18 San Francisco, CA
c/o Ga Froba, Frailing, & 1290 West Street P.O. Box 4137 3002 San Pasqual St. Davis, CA 95616 94107
Box 1415 Rockwell Redding, CA 96001 Sonora, CA 95370 Pasadena, CA 91107

€
Ukiah, CA 95482 1025 15th Street

Modesto, CA 95354

David B. Kelley,

Recreational Equipment,

Siskiyou Forestry

Chuck Watson

O Yes! | wishto be'cor_ne a member of the
California Wilderness Coalition. Enclosed is

o

Annual Dues: '

s for first-year membership dues. Individual $ 15.00
[0 Hereis a special contribution of Low-income Individual §$  7.50
$__to help the Coalition's work. Sustaining Individual $ 25.00
Benefactor $ 100.00
NAME Patron $ 500.00
Non-profit Organization § 30.00
ADDRESS Business Sponsor $ 50.00
Mail to: Y tax deductible

California Wilderness Coalition

I ’ 2655 Portage Bay East, Suite 5

CITY STATE ___ ZIP

Davis, California 95616

I-Shirt Orders :

Design _ Size (s,m, 1, x)) Color _Amount I
1. conference design comes in-pale green (no med. |
or large), yellow, or peach (no med.) |
2. animal design comes in beige or gray |
. 1

I

1

Subtotal $ i

Shipping $ |

($7.50 + .75 for each additional shirt) |

TOTAL § :

.



